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Dear Friends,

As | write this | have just returned from Anstruther where | had the privilege and
pleasure of preaching Arthur Christie into his new charge of Anstruther, Cellardyke
and Kilrenny. It was good to see that he and Grace had settled in well and were
looking forward to getting on with the work of building Christ’s Kingdom.

One of the lasting projects that Arthur has left behind is the partnership between
Bandawi Presbytery in Malawi and the Presbytery of Ayr, as part of that partnership
we have joined with the congregation of Phiri. We have engaged in a number of
ventures and we have just learned that the back packs and other goods that were
sent out by container have reached Lilongwe and | am sure it won’t be long before
they are in the hands of the people in Phiri. It has not been as easy as we had hoped
to form the partnership as the communications are not great and there seems to be
reluctance or an inability to get good correspondence going, we will need to work a
little harder at this. At the regular committee meetings it has become apparent that it
would be helpful to make a visit to Phiri and to meet with the church there. This |
believe would help establish better relationships with the people and organisations
there, but also give us a better understanding of the infrastructure, and needs of the
people and the church. Over the months we have been engaged in the partnership
with Malawi we have had a number of requests for help ranging from the very modest
to funding for a whole new church costing many thousands of pounds. We are
seeking to put together a team of people (around six or seven) with different
gifts/skills/talents that would be useful whilst we are out there and also of benefit
when we return, someone with medical training would be of particular value. It really
would be a fact finding trip to give a better understanding of life in Malawi. We have
already identified two or three people who might be willing to go, we are thinking of a
two week period in late May or early June. Those who will be going will have to raise
their own funds for the trip and could well undertake some sponsored events to cover
the costs of the visit.

As you read this we will be in the early stages of the run up to Christmas and all that
entails. It is a time for great celebration and as usual we would hope to have the
usual variety of services that go with the season. It is the time when we celebrate the
word made flesh in Jesus Christ. Over the past weeks | have been undertaking a
series of sermons that look at the place and the role of scripture in the life of the
Christian and of the church. Over the years people have become more cavalier in
their approach to the authority of scripture and one of the results is that there is a
movement away from orthodox belief and an increase in spurious beliefs that have
more to do with some nebulous spirituality than to do with the Christian faith. In the
very near future it will be the 450™ anniversary of the reformation, and perhaps a time
to reflect and regain something more of the truth of the Word of God in scripture and
in Jesus Christ our Saviour and Lord.

Your servant in Christ,
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sunday School

Hello again,

It's November and Christmas is just over the
horizon.

During October we relied on volunteers to man
the Activity Sunday School while we have been
on school holidays. The ever-increasing
numbers of children who are coming along
during “holiday” time demonstrates what a
great job our volunteers are doing. These past
2 weeks Andrea Hammond and the others who
helped have kept up the momentum built up
during normal term time Sunday School.

And keeping on the topic of “thank you” we
have received several donations from
members of the congregation — one lady saved
up coins in tubes and a kind gentleman
donated monies raised from his own fund
raising activities. We very much appreciate not
only the financial benefits that these bring but
also the thoughts and prayers behind these
gifts- thank-you.

We all have been busy this session. In
particular our Juniors with lessons on the
meaning of Easter. From Jesus’ betrayal-
arrest —trial and death and resurrection Not as
strange as it sounds for this time of year,
because it will allow the children time to
consider it's true meaning as Easter arrives .

To date they have learned about Jesus’ last
meal —appropriately at communion time — and
lately the story of the Garden of Gethsemane,
which they illustrated with artwork. Incidentally
this is on display in the Old Hall. So for those
who take coffee-after church or even if you
don’t please come along and you can look at
this thought provoking pictures..and please ask
us questions about them.

As | said earlier Christmas approaches. This
year, in a break from tradition, the Juniors are
splashing out for their Christmas party - it's a
swimming party! And the Bible Class and
Youth Group are joining in as well.

The Créche also are holding their own wee
celebration again and the Beginners are
keeping to tradition with a party and Santa.

In addition our or should | say your Christmas
postal service will start in December and Pam
Ellis is our Postmaster General again this year.

This postal service will run during the second
week in December (dates will be confirmed
nearer the time) incl. from 10.00 to 13.00 every
day. So if you would like to help (it's great fun-
honestly - chocolate biscuits are provided!)
please keep an eye open for announcements.

Dates for your Diary

8 November Sunday School-Remembrance
Sunday-Service in Church 10.50am

18 November Teacher's Meeting — 1930
Session Room

6 December Visit to Queen’s Nursing Home-
Christmas Carols (2- 3pm)

13 December Christmas Party- Créche

19 December Christmas Party Junior’s (6-
8)pm + Primary+ Beginners (4-6pm)

20 December Sunday School Nativity

27 December Holiday

Keith Lyons (Superintendent)

Accident procedure

Members are reminded that any accident which
takes place on Church premises should be
logged in the Accident Book which can be
found in kitchen cupboard nearest to the door
to the corridor. It should also be reported to
the Office - preferably by the person who gave
assistance when the accident occurred.



In:Spire Youth Update

As mentioned in our last update, the youth
group enjoyed a weekend away together at the
end of September. Travelling to the Abernethy
Trust’s Barcaple retreat in Kircudbrightshire,
we spent the weekend participating in outdoor
activities and team-building challenges
including mountain biking, tree climbing, a
challenge course and raft building. We were
accommodated in beautifully equipped dorm
rooms within their house and were very well
catered for with meals and an evening ‘God-
slot’ provided for us by Barcaple’s staff team,
where we learnt about the enormity of God’s
creation and his vast amount of love for each
one of us.

With feedback returning with comments like:
‘Amazing!! Nothing bad about it!!”

“It was amazing, oh yeah!”

“It was so fun! Good times, guys.”

“Was very good fun!”

..I think it's safe to say that everyone — both
young people and adults alike — had a great
weekend!

To see pictures from this event (and many of
our other youth group antics), please visit our
Bebo page at http://www.stnicsyf.bebo.com

That aside, youth activities continue in their
normal way with our attention turning, already,
to Christmas time and plans for this year’s
nativity and festive activities.

This month — the 5™ November, exactly - marks
3 years since we first met together in our
current fashion and it's almost frightening to
think how quickly the time has gone. Thanks go
to all those who have helped in bringing the
youth group to this point and to God,
especially, for bringing together such an
enthusiastic, talented group of young people!
We are truly blessed here at St Nic’s.

Laura Bridge (Youth Worker)

Cofiee after Church

Volunteers are required for December and
January. Please add your name against the
dates you are available to the sheet on the
notice board.

Guild

We are now well and truly settled into our new
session having seen a good turnout of
members each Thursday. It was also
encouraging to welcome new faces.

Details of our activities can be found on the
Guild notice board in the corridor.

November 5™ Guild Lunch. Our speaker this
year is Mr Howell Jones who is a well known
face to many of us, and the title of his talk

is “With a Bible in the Balkans”.

November 12th Mrs Christine Speedwell from
South Ayrshire Carers will give us an insight
into the work undertaken by this group.

November 19th Reminiscing afternoon - World
War Il. Guild members will share memories
and tales.

November 26th Mr Joe Fisher, one of our
elders, will tell us about Gliding for the
Disabled.

December 3rd Annual allocation of funds and
gifts wrapping.

All meetings take place at 2.15pm in the Old
hall except November 5th when ladies should
be seated by 12.30pm in the New hall.

GULD MARKET Saturday 14th November,
10.00am to 12.00noon.

This is our main fund raiser and we are
indebted to the members of the congregation
who support this venture year after year. Once
again we are asking for your support.

Tickets, £2 for adults and £1 for children, can
be purchased from the office or any committee
member.

There will be a variety of stalls, and books,
toys, games, bric-a-brac, baking etc., can be
handed in after 7.45pm on the Friday night.

Sunday 29th November To mark the end of
"guild week" the Guild will once again attend
morning worship as a group. Tea and coffee
will be served in the Old hall after the service.
A Songs of Praise will be held at 3.00pm in
Monkton and North Parish Church. A good turn
out of Guild members is hoped for.



http://www.stnicsyf.bebo.com/

UnlocKing the Bibile
(26)

Let the Redeemed of the
Lord say so! — A review of
the Book of Psalms

Coming now to the Book of Psalms, we
encounter a collection of songs or poems
expressing varied spiritual experiences. Within
the ‘Book of Psalms’ they are grouped into five
distinct sections, or 'books', identified by the
closing formula: Amen and Amen. In this
review, we will examine the distinctive
emphasis of each of these ‘books’ and suggest
the significant of the progression and what it
might teach us.

Book 1 (1-41) opens with a classic statement
that ‘the good’ do well and ‘the bad’ do not. But
in reality, that is not so (as Job illustrates), Life
is a paradox, always causing questions to be
asked. And, asking questions in perplexing
situations characterises this section. No psalm
expresses this clearer than Psalm 22 with
those poignant words spoken by the Lord
Jesus on the Cross: 'My God, my God, why
hast Thou forsaken me?' But not all the
experiences are so sad. Psalm 23 presents a
different picture. The whole section echoes
these paradoxes and confusions of experience;
it is full of cries, of anguish and joy. It is where
the experience of God starts.

The next section (42 — 72) is clearly defined by
the summary statement at the end: the prayers
of David the son of Jesse are ended. Crying
has now progressed to praying. But, what's the
difference? That can be seen in two features.
The first is the frequent address to God, as
opposed to the preoccupation with the ‘I’ and
the ‘me’ of Section 1. Although generated in my
condition, it is a directed plea to Someone
Else. Prayer is not just cathartic relief, but a
deliberate approach to One who can help.
Secondly, there is unashamed requesting,
asking God to save, deliver, rescue, and help.
Prayer is concerned with answers, with action.
It is our asking God to help.

The third section (73 — 89) again begins with
the paradox of the apparently different fates of
the ‘good’ and the ‘bad’, yet it does not stop
there. Reflection in the Temple reveals that the
real story is different: God does help His
people. Tracing the Providence of God through
history and the many examples of His

deliverances confirms this. God does regard
situations; He does hear prayer and He acts in
a redemptive way.

No wonder, then, that the fourth ‘Book’ (90 —
106) comes out with a declaration: the Lord
reigns. It is the assured outcome of an
experience that started in the conflict of
personal quandary, moved to positive action in
prayer, radically changed when, becoming
more caught up with God than with self, now
expresses itself in this victorious declaration of
faith.

That leads to the final ‘Book’ (107 — 150) and
its clear emphasis on praise: Let the redeemed
of the Lord say so. Let everything that has
breath praise the Lord. It is the saying thank
you aspect that follows deliverance.

The link between the different books forms a
progression of experience. Starting 'just as |
am' in my confused state, bemoaning my
situation | then ‘turn my fears to prayers’. That
is, realising that solution and help will only
come from a Higher Source | turn to God with
definite petition, echoing the exhortation in
Hebrews 11: 6 that “they that come to God
must believe that He is and that He is a
rewarder of those who seek Him”. Prayer takes
me into Gods presence and into a
contemplation of His ways. That changes the
scenario and leads to genuine gratitude, so
wonderfully expressed in the old classic hymn:
Praise my soul the King of heaven, to Thy feet
thy tribute bring,

Ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven; who like
thee His praise should sing?

From the Special Commission
appointed by the General Assembly
2009

Special Commission on Same-sex
Relationships and the Ministry

The Remit

The General Assembly of 2009 has given the
Special Commission this remit:

“A Special Commission composed of nine
persons, representative of the breadth and
unity of the Church, to consult with all
Presbyteries and Kirk Sessions and to prepare
a study on Ordination and Induction to the



Ministry of the Church of Scotland in the light of
the issues (a) addressed in a Report welcomed
by the General Assembly of 2007: “A challenge
to unity: same-sex relationships as an issue in
theology and human sexuality”, and (b) raised
by the case of Aitken et al v the Presbytery of
Aberdeen, and to report to the General
Assembly of 2011.”

The membership

Rev John Chalmers, Pastoral Adviser and
Associate Secretary (Ministries Support and
Development), Ministries Council

Mrs Ruth Innes, advocate, member of
Palmerston Place Church

Very Rev Dr Sheilagh Kesting, former
Moderator of General Assembly; Secretary &
Ecumenical Officer, Ecumenical Relations
Committee

Rev Dr Donald MacEwan, Minister of
Largoward linked with St Monans, secretary of
the working group which produced "A
Challenge to Unity"

Rev Dr Angus Morrison, Minister of Stornoway
St Columba, immediate past Convener of
Mission & Discipleship Council, also a member
of the working group

Rev James Stewart, Minister of Perth: Letham
St Mark’s, with experience of a previous
commission

Rev Professor Allan J Torrance, Professor of
Systematic Theology, University of St Andrews

Miss Kim Wood, Student at St Andrews; a
youth representative commended by the
Moderator of the Youth Assembly

The Hon. Lord Hodge (Patrick Hodge),
Convener, Court of Session Judge; former
Procurator of the Church

Rev W Peter Graham, Clerk, former Clerk to
the Presbytery of Edinburgh

Our proposed method of working

We will prepare a short consultation paper
which will invite Presbyteries and Kirk Sessions

to express their views on the questions which
we consider arise from our remit and the
divisions in our Church which have led to our
appointment. We are considering using the
Church’s website to make available documents
to supplement the consultation paper.

In order to inform the consultation document,
and in particular to enable us to express
accurately the competing views within the
Church and the views of other Churches, we
are engaged in a pre-consultation exercise of
obtaining current statements of such views.
The aim is to enable us to summarise those
views accurately in the consultation paper.

We hope to send out the consultation paper by
the end of February 2010 and to have a
consultation period until the end of May 2010,
during which we will expect every Presbytery
and Kirk Session to hold a special meeting in
order to prepare a response. We will spend
the latter part of the year in analysing the
responses and preparing our report for the
General Assembly of 2011.

Organ Centenary Concert

February 2010 marks the Centenary of the
Church Organ and to celebrate the occasion,
a concert has been arranged.

Stuart Muir, a former pupil of Prestwick
Academy, has agreed to come and perform a
programme of light Classical music along with
guitarist Matthew McAllister and, possibly,
another instrumentalist as well.

Stuart, in his current capacity as both City
Organist of Dundee and Pastoral Musician of
St. Paul's Cathedral Dundee, performs widely
in both religious and secular contexts in
Scotland.

As our Organ was originally dedicated on 6th
February 1910, it is especially fitting that we
should celebrate its Centenary on 5th
February 2010.

Tickets, priced £5.00 (inclusive of tea/coffee
and biscuits) will be on sale in December and
proceeds from the concert will be donated to
CLIC Sargent.



(D Recordings

Recordings of the Church Newsletter (recorded
by Mrs E. Gulland and Mrs M. Robertson) and
the Sunday Service are available free of
change on CD to anyone wishing a copy.

For example, if you are housebound, ill, on
holiday, or if you were at church and wish to
listen to the service again.

If you wish a copy of the Sunday Services or
Newsletter, or if you know of someone who
would benefit from this service, please contact
the Church Office.

Please note that from 1* November recordings
of the services will also be available free of
charge on DVD.

Bob Smillie

Hospital Transport

Those requiring help in visiting local hospitals
can contact Mr A. Johnston, on 477172, or
Miss M. Mcintosh, on 470161, who will make
the necessary arrangements

Church Office

The Church office is operating from the
Crawford Room, and the opening hours are
10.00am to 12.00noon Monday, Tuesday,
Thursday, Friday, and Saturday. The telephone
number is 01292 671547 and the e-mail
address office@stnicholasprestwick.org.uk.

Intimations

If you wish to have an intimation added to the
weekly Order of Service, please send the
details by e-mail to
office@stnicholasprestwick.org.uk or contact
the Church office.

All intimations should be submitted at the latest
by the Friday prior to the Sunday you require
the intimation to be announced.

Newsletter Articles

Please be advised that any
articles for the church
newsletter should be
submitted by e-mail,
whenever possible. Please
forward articles for the
newsletter to the following e-mail address
newsletter@stnicholasprestwick.org.uk

All articles must be submitted by the 20™ of the
month.



Office Bearers on Duty

November A. Wilson R. McMeechan  J. Macphail J. Orr
Counting Duty:  R. Taylor
December J. Relly I. Fisher M. Forbes J. Fisher
Counting Duty:  B. McGarva
Beadle Rota
November December January
1 A.Wason 6 R.Smillie 3 A.McGregor
8 D.Gulland 13 J.Hope 10 H.Gorman
15 A.McGregor 20 A.Wason 17 E Provan
22 H.Gorman 27 D. Gulland 24 R.Smillie
29 E.Provan 31 J.Hope
Recording Rota
November December January
1 H.Gorman 6 A.Wason 3 R.Smillie
8 H.Gorman 13 l.Moffat 10 R.Smillie
15 R.Smillie 20 |.Moffat 17 AWason
22 R.Smillie 27 H.Gorman 24 AWason
29 A.Wason 31 |.Moffat
Car Pool Rota
November December January

1 Mr AHenderson 477811
Mr W Leslie 470812

8 Mr D Gulland 478317
Mrs B Bickerton 475287

15 MrJ Telfer 478090
Mr E Provan 476594
22 MrR Ellis 470321
Mrs J Smith 476229

29 Mr A Horsburgh 478754
Mr J Anderson 470936

6 Mr AHenderson 477811 3 Mr K McDonald

Mr W Leslie 470812 Mr A Henderson
13 Mr D Gulland 478317 10 MrW Leslie
Mrs B Bickerton 475287 Mr D Gulland
20 MrJ Telfer 478090 17 Mrs B Bickerton
Mr E Provan 476594 Mr J Telfer
27 MrR Ellis 470321 24 Mr E Provan
Mrs J Smith 476229 Mr R Ellis

31 Mrs J Smith
Mr A Horsburgh

For further information contact E. Provan 476594

479083
477811

470812
478317

475287
478090

476594
470321

476229
478754



