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Dear Friends,

| find this a strange time of year as the winter has gone, spring is here and
many of the organisations are starting to think about winding up for the
session, and yet there is still a long time to go before we have the summer
and holidays and a great deal more work to be done.

In a few days we will have a Kirk Session meeting and will be looking again at
the whole area of membership and the large number of people who claim
allegiance to the church but show no real interest in worship or meeting
together as the people of God. It is important not only that Christians meet
together to worship God but also that they grow in their faith and in their
understanding of the truth of the gospel but also the application of that truth in
their lives. | still remember some years ago now going with the youth group
abseiling, as | stood at the bottom of the drop | shouted encouragement and
what | considered to be helpful suggestions, and you know it was really
incredibly easy to do, especially when you were standing at the bottom and it
was someone else who was dangling on a rope over a cliff face. Strangely
enough it was a different matter when it was my turn to step off the edge of
the cliff. As Christians there is no doubt from the New Testament that we are
intended to live as a community, that we are to join together for worship and
mutual encouragement, but that is not an end in itself but rather a means to
an end. The end that we have is to glorify God in our lives and in our work and
witness.

Easter this year has been a great time of celebration with our Holy Week
Services, March of Witness and Easter Day services throughout the town.
During that march of withess someone who saw the march asked someone
what the protest was about. | suppose we were protesting that Easter is
important and Jesus needs to be taken out into our towns.

After Easter where do we go? The liturgical answer would be to Pentecost,
but as church | feel we need to have a direction and the more | think of or
situation as a church and the things we need to know and learn the more |
find myself looking back to the traditional church. | suppose | have always
practiced a traditional ministry, as far as many consider tradition. | would like
to take that tradition further and look at how the church was in New Testament
times in the book of Acts — to look at the practices and the fundamental
principles that were the foundations of the church, but | would also like the
congregation to join with me in this and look at making our church more of a
New Testament Church, not only in its thinking but also in its practice (even if
it feels like dangling over a cliff on the end of a rope). There is much we can
learn, from how the saints and apostles served Christ and the church, but also
how they shared the good news of Jesus with the world.

Your servant in Christ,
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Recording of Sunday Services and Newsletter
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The Newsletter is recorded by Mrs E. Gulland and Mrs M. Robertson.
The Sunday services are now recorded on CD’s, which are non-returnable.

Anyone who wishes can benefit from this service. For example:
1. If you are housebound.
2. Ifyou areiill.
3. If you are on holiday.
4. If you were at church and wish to listen to the service again.

This service is free and if you don’t have a CD player you can also play CD’s on a
DVD player

If anyone would like a copy of the Sunday Services, or if you know of someone who
would benefit from this service, please contact any elder or one of the recording
team.

R. Smillie 01292 476463

St Nicholas Outreach

Below are the dates when the Blythswood Care collections will take place in Ayr and
Troon. Please see notices in the corridor for other details.

May June
AYR - Racecourse car park from 9.00am to 9.30am 13 10

TROONi Morri sondéds from 10. 00ar 13 10

Out of t he mout hs of babes

A primary school teacher was giving a drawing lesson to a group of six-year-old
children.

At the back of the classroom sat a little girl who normally didn't pay much attention in
school. In the drawing class however, she did. For more than twenty minutes she sat
with her arms curled around her paper, totally absorbed in what she was doing. The
teacher found this fascinating. Eventually, she asked the girl what she was drawing.
Without looking up, the little girl said, “I'm drawing a picture of God.” Surprised, the
teacher said, “But nobody knows what God looks like.”

The small girl answered, “They will in a minute!”
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GiftAidé 1 s Good News

What is Gift Aid ?

It is a government scheme that enables the Church to
reclaim the tax you have already paid on the money you
give in your offering.

Provided that an individual is a basic rate tax payer then
the Government will repay tax on offerings donated
provided that a record of these offerings is maintained.
The tax recovered in 2007 was £13,806 which was almost 12% of our total income. If
all offerings had been gift aided then this figure would have been doubled.

How much does the church benefit from Gift Aid ?

The reduction in the basic rate of Income Tax to 20% means that the Church can
recover tax at the rate of 25p for every £1 given

£20 becomes £25
£100 becomes £125
£800 becomes £1000

If members of the congregation give offerings of £40,000 as Gift Aid contributions,
the tax refund will increase this total to £50,000.

If members of the congregation give offerings of £80,000 as Gift Aid contributions,
the tax refund will increase this total to £100,000.

Who can give through Gift Aid ?

Anyone who pays Income Tax or Capital Gains Tax

What is Required ?

Giving your offering through Offering Envelopes, by Bank Standing Order, or by
Cheque — to provide the Church with the necessary record of your giving.

Sign a Gift Aid Declaration — this is printed below ready for you to complete.

You do not need &

To promise to give a particular amount each week
To promise to give for a specific period of time

Gift Aid is Good Stewardship

Giving your offering as a Gift Aid contribution makes your offering worth more
More money means more can be done to further the mission of the Church and
advance the kingdom of God.

Giving in this way is good Christian Stewardship.

If you require any assistance or further information then please contact Stanley
Smart, Bill Jackson, or Bill Leslie.



Gift Aid Declaration
The Church of Scotland

Name of congregation: St Nicholas Parish Church, Prestwick
Donor's Full Name in CAPITALS:
Donor' s Title: (Mr/Miss/Mrs/Ms/Rev ) €€

Donor's Address in CAPITALS:

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

Postcode: v

| want the Congregation to treat all donations | have made for the six
years prior to this year , and all donations | make from the date of this
declaration until I notify you otherwise, as Gift Aid donations.

Signature of DONOr:

Date of SigniNg: s s

Notes:

1. You can cancel this Declaration at any time by notifying the

Congregation.

2. You must pay an amount of income tax and/or capital gains tax at least
equal to the tax that the Congregation reclaims on your donatio ns in the
tax year.

3. If in the future your circumstances change and you no longer pay tax

on your income and capital gains equal to the tax that the Congregation

reclaims, you can cancel  your declaration (see note 1)

4. If you pay tax at the higher rat e you can claim further tax relief in your
Self Assessment tax return.

5. Please notify the Congregation if you change your name or address.

Please give completed form to the Congregational Treasurer or
Gift Aid Convener



St Nicholas Sunday School

Hello again,

Well, wasn’t the Easter bonnet competition a real humdinger! What
superb entries and what great fun it was - a superb idea by Mr Fiddes.

(Just in case you have forgotten our next big item is the Congregational outing at
Auchencruive in June.)

These past few weeks has seen the regular Sunday School on our Easter break And
so after the monster read of the previous newsletter this letter will seem small in
comparison, but the its importance will be no less for that.

Our Activity Sunday School has been in full swing and we owe a big thank you to all
of you who helped in this period. Everyone who was involved enjoyed the
experience. Continuity is so so important for the children attending Sunday School.

You may recall in my previous newsletter | told | would be letting you know about
other parts of the Sunday School . This month it ‘s the opportunity of the Bible Class.

Of all the constituent parts which comprise our Sunday School ,this is without doubt
the most challenging. Indeed Alec Milne and our Youth Worker Laura Bridge have
many challenges as they help the older members of our Sunday School receive a
Christian education — a message which is as more than 2000 years old but which is
relevant in these modern times.

This session Alec and Laura and the Bible Class have been looking at John’s Gospel
and discussing the ideas of faith and belief through who Jesus was and what Jesus
did; the spiritual meaning behind the many miracles and teachings.

In chapter 1 they looked at John the Baptist, God’s road builder. How his preaching
of a new life of changed hearts and lives prepared the way for Jesus.

The wedding at Cana was the topic for their next discussion. The unexpected setting
for Jesus first miracle, unexpected because it is instigated in many ways by Mary, but
no less powerful as it expresses Mary’s belief in Jesus.

The Bible Class then looked at 2 examples of unbelief. The first of Nicodemus, an
important teacher of the law who could not believe what Jesus was telling. The
second, the shallowness of the people after they were fed (feeing of the 5000) who
could not believe who Jesus was. ‘I tell you the truth; you aren’t looking for me
because you saw me do miracles. You are looking for me because you ate the bread
and were satisfied.”

This led them to discuss the subtlety of Jesus teachings in using everyday examples
that related to more important spiritual aspects. For example the physical
nourishment provided by the bread and the idea that we need fed spiritually.

The remainder of their journey with John will continue to look at the miracles and
teachings of Jesus so that they “may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God.
Then, by believing, you may have life through his name.”

Keith Lyons ( Sunday School Superintendent)



Unlocking the Bible (21)

Get Up and Go: Lessons from the Book of Ezra

In I ooking at the Book of Ezra we start a new,
Following the dismal failures recorded in the historical books of Kings and Chronicles, and

subsequent punishment by captivity, we now have three books - Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther - that

relate to the restoration process and new beginning.

This new beginning is facilitated by two factors. One is the providence of God working
through earthly powers in ordaining circumstances that make it suitable for significant things
to happen. In chapter 1, Ezra, records a decree from Cyrus commissioning the exiles to return
to Jerusalem in order to see the city restored and the worship of God re-established. That
same Cyrus also supplied them with goods and resources to help them with the task.

The second factor is human cooperation. The people eagerly responded to the decree and the

invitation to return. Judging from the list of those who returned they represented the whole

nation: some of tribes, some of families and some as individuals. They are the ones whose

Aspirits have been stirredd by God so making t
response to Divine stimulus.

These peoospel eh,eairwhs God had stirredo gave willir
for this important work. Once there, they set
places, beginning with the altar and proceeding to re-erect the Temple itself. It was a time of

rejoicing and they gladly celebrated the Passover and sacrificed burnt offerings in the process.

Everything was going very well.

But, in the second phase of the book the picture changes when tragedy falls in the form of

opposition. A protest letter was sent to Artaxerxes who immediately forbad any further work

pendingenqui ries to corroborate the allegations me
frustrate the work of God.

But, it takes more than a decree to hinder the building. Initially, the work stopped and the
building was left in a state of disrepair while the people concentrated on their own dwellings.
But, challenged by the preaching of Haggai the prophet, who now appeared on the scene, the
people were once again motivated to resume the work and so completed the rebuilding, much
to the joy of the onlookers. The two forces were at work: divine providence and human
endeavour; for, meanwhile Darius became involved along with Artaxerxes and when search
was duly made the original decree was found and, as a result, approval for the work to resume
was given as an impetus to completion. That search had also motivated Artaxerxes to realise
the importance of this return and so he had commissioned Ezra the priest T an expert in the
law T to go up to Jerusalem and make his contribution. By sensitively teaching the people he
ensured that, alongside the physical artefacts of altar and temple, there was distinctive and
appropriate behaviour in the form of dedication and holiness.

What lessons are there for us in this book? Surely, it emphasises T on the one hand T
recognition of the sovereignty of God through the providential decrees that facilitate the
fulfilling of His purpose. Complementing that is the essential response of those whose hearts
are willing and who commit themselves wholeheartedly to the work of God. Sustaining that
commitment and diligence is spurred on by the ministry of the Word and the personal
devotion of those involved.

We shall see more of that in the next two examples in the books of Nehemiah and Esther.



Reflection on the ministry

This piece is being prepared during Easter Week in order to meet
the publication deadline for the May newsletter. Whereas previous
/ssues have offered reflection by others on the ministry of the

for egoing month, this time it is a DIY and over to you!

1. Looking back over this month with its varied activity and, in particular
the Holy Week and Easter services, what would you say has been the
highlight of the ministry for you, however delivered? For examp le, what
do you sense God has been saying through your own personal devotions or

public ministry?
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2. Can you summarise it, like Mr Fiddes does, in one, two or three  pithy
titles?
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3. Ifthat is what God is saying to you or fo the congregation what practical
steps could, should, or might be taken by way of appropriate response?
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If you think it might be helpful to share these responses (anonymously, if you wish)
with others, please email them to Reflection on the Ministry at
newsletter@stnicholasprestwick.org.uk  and we will endeavour to collate and
summarise them for the next issue.
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Malawi Committee

A relatively new committee has been formed and this article sets out to explain how it came
about and what it hopes to achieve.

Context: The project has come about through the Bandawe / Ayr Partnership created in 2006

with a purpose to strengthen and develop relationships and assist in enriching areas such as
church, education, health drcommerce.

Following the initiation of our Centenary fund-raising, our church linked with the Phiri
Congregation (led by Rev. Joseph Chimembe) and it was agreed at the outset that 70% of the

funds raised would be used to assist with their needs. To date, this figure has reached approx
£14,500.

Aim: The aim of this committee is to:
- forge specific relationships with various organisations in Phiri Church, Bandawe

- oversee the disbursement of funds raised from our Centenary fund raising events

Committee Members: Sandra McCall (chair), Rev. George Fiddes, Margaret Mclintosh, Jim
Morrison, Bryce Wilson, Helen Johnston, Sheena Relly, Maureen Bird, Robin McMeechan

Progress: We had our initial committee meeting in January 2009 and have since then been
gathering as much information about Phiri, and the situation there, as we can.
We had a second meeting in February to which we invited David & Liz Geddes and Nan Boyle

from Monkton & Prestwick North Church to come along and share their experiences.
From this we were able to clarify what our priorities should be, and had this agreed at the
Congregational Board Meeting in March:

- To undertake as full a fact-find as possible, concerning:

0 Welfare (basic needs) i clean water supplies; current food supply, sustainability
and distribution methods; agriculture; orphans; widows; the sick; shelter; etc.

0 Education i how much takes place, what kind, where does it take place, do they
have trained teachers, what learning and play materials do they have, etc.

0 Church and associated buildings i what are they used for, how often in the week
are they used, what state of build and/or repair are they in, etc.

- To establish how they would prioritise their most pressing needs within each of the three
categories above

- To set up better communication channels including telephone numbers, email addresses,
postal addresses, banking facilities, etc.

- To build up specific relationships with named individuals, especially in their most
influential Church organisations:

0 The Session, which carries immense power and influence

o The Womenodés Guil d, which takes great
at large, and in particular of orphans and widows

0 The Sunday School, which looks after the spiritual welfare of all children

o The Finance Committee, which monitors the use of all funds in the church
10
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- In general, not to sponsor individuals but to use funding to support things for the greater
good of many e.g. training a teacher rather

- To strongly encourage multi-purpose use of church buildings throughout the week

- To O6Project Managed all initiatives and requc¢
accounts

- To start off with small projects which will help to build the individual relationships, build
trust and, testour systemst o 6 pr oj ect manage6 initiatives

Going Forwardit is our intention to:

- Meet as a committee on a monthly basis

- Continue the fact-find with Rev Chimembe

- Establish their priorities and support their immediate needs

- Continue to work with the well established W! a2 YSyd C2NJ alfl gAQ LJ
through the Renovare Group, to ensure we offer cohesive support to Phiri

- Forge the specific relationships with the organisations in Phiri

- Establish longer term self-sufficiency plans and project manage these

- Investigate the ways in which we may be able to secure any additional funding
that may be required

- Report to the Congregational Board on a quarterly basis

- Provide updates in the Church Newsletter on a regular basis

- Create a dedicated page on our Church Website

The situation in Malawi requires our prayers as well as our tangible support so we encourage
you to please remember the people, and their state of affairs, in your prayers.

Please check the website or contact any member of the committee if you would like some
further information about this project.

Love is much more than a tender caress
And more than bright hours of gay happiness.
For a lasting love is made up of sharing
Both hours that are ‘joyous' and also 'despairing’
It's made up of patience and deep understanding
And never of selfish and stubborn demanding.
It's made up of 'CLIMBING THE STEEP HILLS TOGETHER'
And facing with courage 'LIFE'S STORMIEST WEATHER'

And nothing on earth or in heaven can part
A love that has grown to be part of the heart,
And just like the sun and the stars and the sea,
This love will go on through ETERNITY -
For 'true love' lives on when earthly things die,
For it's part of the SPIRIT that soars to the 'SKY".'

11



A MOMENT FOR MALAWI

At the moment we are experiencing a lovely spell o  f weather
and most of us who are able are spending as much time as
possible outdoors as the sunshine heralds the advance of
summer (we hope!)

Thinking on these things we were in touch with David & Liz

Geddes our contact and wiwsied stag & i ngs
if we might send some o0fun thi i chi
enjoy. In the past footballs of the inflatable kind have been

reqguested, but Davidodos advice up i n
saying 0it would be a sad thing. ildre
coud not enjoy their childhood ‘

On this advice, for the month of MAY we will be :
collecting: f)::;‘
PLASTIC BATS & BALLS (tennis, cricket etc), FRISBEES AND HOOPLA
SETS, the type of garden toys which are available at all major
supermarkets, but used items in good condition would also be greatly
appreciated.

We hope the next consignment of goods will be shipped to Malawi in mid July, so
we will be working towards that date for all of the goods collected so far this
year. Please also remember that it is possi ble to help by contributing towards
the transportation costs. We hope the cost per box will remain at £8 and if you
wish to help in this way we would be delighted to receive your donations!

A letter of thanks was recently received from Rev Joseph Chimemb e of Phiri

Church oOregistering his most sincere gratitude
women have had a wonderful time sharing with the most needy in the community

and addressing some of their |l ong outstanding

Thank you once again for your support in all the goods which will be forwarded in
July and please continue to pray for our brothers and sisters in Bandawe
Presbytery, in particular the Minister and congregation of Phiri Church, young

and old who will be blessed by your loving gifts.

The language of the heart

Just like a sunbeam brightens the sky,
A smile on the face of a passerby
Can make a drab and crowded street
A pleasant place where two smiles meet.

12



Adam McEwen (85)

Born one of three children with sisters Lily and the late Margaret, and
educated in Kilmarnock. Adam studied at Kilmarnock College to gain his
Higher National Diploma in Design Engineering. His working life began at
Wallacetown Engineering and then to Scottish Aviation and then finally with
Weirs of Cathcart, from where he retired.

He met Lillias at a church badminton match Adam playing for a Kilmarnock
church and Lillias for St. Nicholas, they have shared some 56 years of
married life together and knew the joy of a family with Alison and her husband
Steven and the late Colin, and grandsons Neil and Mark.

Adam was someone who had always enjoyed outdoor pursuits in his younger
days enjoyed walking and he was a very keen bird watcher and made many
friends through that interest. Wednesdays were when the local group would
meet and head off together. He was also a very keen gardener and enjoyed
working in the garden and being surrounded by nature. He was quite musical
and was something of a violinist. He had been a member of the Opportunities
In Retirement group and had fairly recently taken up computing.

Adam was a faithful member and regular attender of the church and was
ordained to the eldership in 1962 and was one of the longest serving elders in
the Kirk Session some 47 years. Adam was always very positive in his outlook
and would always greet you with a big smile and a firm handshake. He was
kind, caring and thoughtful; a loving husband, father and grandfather. Every
Christmas for the last 20 years or so the family would take a house often in
the Cairngorms and spend Christmas together, combining Adam’s love for his
family and the outdoors.

13



Parish Reqister

Baptisms
April Finlay Thomas Keenan, son of Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Keenan, 27,
Coylebank, Prestwick.

Weddings Danielle Wylie, 52c, Peggieshill Road, Ayr to Mark Devlin, 52c,
Peggieshill Road, Ayr.

Funerals
March Duncan McClure, 5, Cunninghame Road, Prestwick
April Margaret Kerr, 25, Ardfin Road, Prestwick

James Patterson, Biggart Hospital, Prestwick
Margaret Stuart, 1, Rosemount Gardens, Prestwick
Gavin Lawrie, 16, Ailsa Street, Prestwick

Margaret Livingston, 93, Ardfin Road, Prestwick
Adam McEwan, 11, St. Vincent Crescent, Alloway

Church Office

The Church office is operating from the Crawford Room, and the opening hours are
10.00am to 12.00noon Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, and Saturday. The
telephone number is 01292 671547 and the e-mail address
office@stnicholasprestwick.org.uk.

Newsletter Articles

Please be advised that any articles for the church newsletter should be submitted by
e-mail, whenever possible. Please forward articles for the
newsletter to the following addresses;

newsletter@stnicholasprestwick.org.uk

All articles must be submitted by the 20" of the month,

Intimations

If you are interested in having an intimation added to the weekly Order of Service,
please send the details by e-mail to office@stnicholasprestwick.org.uk or contact the
Church office.

All intimations should be submitted at the latest by the Friday prior to the Sunday you
require the intimation to be announced.
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Advertisements
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SCOTTISH CARE AT HOME
- R Training Team of the year 2008
Care at Home Provider of the Year 2008
/X\ Entrepreneur of the Year 2008
Business Diversity Recruitment Award 2008

HRA\ HEAECARE SERVICESS o
A Totally New and Diverse approach to homecare

HRM Homecare Services offer ‘at home’ specially tailored care programs for Older
People, Children and Families and Adults with Disabilities. We have been providing
support services in partnership with social services in Ayrshire for 14 years. Our
support workers are carefully recruited, requiring references and an Enhanced
Disclosure. HRM Homecare is inspected and regulated by the Care Commission,
and the Scottish Social Services Council. For a free consultation and advisory
service, please telephone 01292 476778. The services provided include;

9 Personal Care & Bathing 9 Shopping services/pension and
1 Household cleaning prescription collection

1 Assistance with meals & medication 1 Escort services to hospital

1 Overnight care & respite services appointments

1 Dementia Care 1 Palliative Care

info@hrmhomecare.co.uk www.hrmhomecare.co.uk (‘\\.)A

Your Local Electrician Mar il y n

* Prestwick * Troon * Ayr * Cleaning Services
Len Brady

Approved Electrician We offer weekly cleaning of homes,

and also one off cleans.

All Jobbing Electrical Work
Free Estimates We also provide end of tenancy
Competitive Rates and house move cleans.
NO JOB TOO SMALL

References can be supplied

01292 478045 Please contact Marilyn Larmour

32 Berelands Road

Prestwick KA9 1JY Tel No: 01294 541035

Mobile No: 07867 953 400
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Advertisements

Help Prevent accidents in the home.
Have your electrical installations checked.
All types of electrical work carried out.

For all those odd jobs about the house that need doing give me aring.

Jim McLoughlin TROON 315 927

MOBILE 07803590552
ELECTRICIAN

There’s Only One Curves!

30 MINUTE FITNESS -
WEIGHT MANAGEMENT
FRIENDLY & SUPPORTIVE
STAFF - FAST - FUN -
SAFE AND
EFFECTIVE!

COMING TO:
107 PORTLAND STREET
TROON, KA10 6QN
01292 315088

Frances Coid
I/ﬁeﬁ Dressmaking & Alterations

The power to amaze yourself 01292 47 8448

Advertisements

If you wish to advertise your company or organisation through the newsletter,
please contact the Church office on 01292 671547 or e-mail
office@stnicholasprestwick.org.uk for further information.
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MINISTER

SESSION CLERK

ASSISTANTS TO SESSION
CLERK

KIRK TREASURER

GIFT AID SCHEME

FREEWILL OFFERING

ROLL KEEPER

CLERK TO THE
CONGREGATIONAL BOARD

FABRIC CONVENER

PRESBYTERY ELDER

ORGANIST

CRADLE ROLL SECRETARY

SUNDAY SCHOOL
SUPERINTENDENT

HALL KEEPER

ORGANISERS OF ‘L1FE &
WORK'’ DISTRIBUTION

EDITOR OF ST. NICHOLAS
NEWSLETTER

Church Office
e-mail:

website:

Church of Scotland No: 100589

telephone:

Rev. George Fiddes

Margaret Mcintosh

Pam Ellis
Kerr Morton

Bill Jackson

Stanley Smart

William Ritchie

David Bowman

Rosina Purdom

Alan McGregor

Elizabeth Lyons

Isobel Mcllwraith

Karen Provan

Keith Lyons

John Grant

Ken & Helen Johnston.
Jennifer Clow

Ella Young

01292 671547

The Manse,
Bellevue Road

6 The Riggs

18 Ayr Road
65 Ayr Road

90 Stobhill Crescent, Ayr

33 Fullarton Road

32 Overdale Crescent

4 Highfield Avenue

8 Capper View

43 St. Andrew’s Avenue

4 Craigneil Drive

58 Doonfoot Road, Ayr

61 Ayr Road

4 Craigneil Drive

36 Templeton Crescent

2 Ryelands
13 Castlehill Road, Ayr

7 Weston Place

office@stnicholasprestwick.org.uk
www.stnicholasprestwick.org.uk
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