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Dear Friends, 
 
Over the past weeks we have been joining with some people from the other 
churches in Prestwick for our Lent Bible Study series, looking at some of the 
events that led up to the first Easter Day. Easter is the most important event in 
the Christian calendar, as we celebrate the death and resurrection of our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ. For all that it is so important, it is almost as if it 
quietly slips by for the vast majority of people, who see it as another holiday, 
the beginning of spring, all about bunny rabbits and chocolate eggs. Those 
outside the church have a real difficulty getting a handle on what Easter is all 
about and how best to celebrate if at all. 
It is interesting to see how the worldôs approach affects the church and the 
people of the church; I suppose we are in the situation where we have more 
of a celebration for Christmas than we do for Easter. There are times when 
we need to look hard and carefully at what we do and why we do things. I 
remember the story which I have used before where a young woman is 
inviting her parents round for their first Sunday dinner at the daughters house; 
the daughter prepares a leg of lamb for roasting and takes a cleaver and 
chops the leg in two and places it in her brand new large oven., her mother 
looks at her quite quizzically and asks why she has chopped the leg of lamb in 
two, and the daughter replies thatôs the way she had always seen her mum 
prepare it. The motherôs reply was that she had to chop it in two because her 
oven wasnôt big enough. We do things we have seen other people do and 
donôt always know why we do them, or what the reason and purpose is behind 
our activities. Easter is a time to remember again the great love that God has 
for us, that while we were still sinners He provided a way for us to return to 
God and be welcomed back as sons and daughters.  
There are some other hard questions that are being asked within the church 
and that process has already begun. St. Nicholas church has a membership, 
on paper, of approximately eight hundred. We are in a very fortunate situation 
where we have a regular attendance of around the two hundred mark each 
Sunday. It has become apparent over the years, often in discussion with 
elders, that there are a good number of people who joined the church for one 
reason or another and then have either slipped away or decided that the 
church is no longer for them. I am not talking about those who for reasons of 
illness or age are no longer able to be involved, but rather those who are fit 
well and healthy. To be a member of the church there is a requirement to be 
part of a worshipping community, i.e. to come to church on a Sunday and join 
in public worship; it is perhaps the most basic of the requirements. Last year a 
letter was sent out to all members inviting them to return to, and thankfully we 
were delighted to welcome back a number of people who hadnôt been to 
church for a while. There is still a great deal of work to be done to address our 
present situation, and I would ask people to take a little time to think about 
their relationship with the church. 
 
Your servant in Christ, 
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Office Bearers on Duty 
 

April:   J. MacKenzie, I. Caird, A. Caird, E. Caddell 
Counting Duty: I. Fraser 
 

May:   W. Richie, P. Gardner, P. Ellis, P. Hope 
   Counting Duty: N. Gardner 
 
June:    W. Leslie, M. Dodds, N. Kennedy, I. Kirkpatrick  

Counting Duty: A. Kennedy. 
 

Beadle Rota 
 

April May June 
       

5
th
 R. Smillie 3

rd
 A. McGregor  7

th
 A.Wason 

       
12

th
 J. Hope 10

th
 H. Gorman  14

th
 D.Gulland 

       
19

th
 A. Wason 17

th
 E. Provan  21

st
 A.McGregor 

       
26

th
 D. Gulland 24

th
 R. Smillie  28

th
 H.Gorman 

       
  31

st
 J. Hope    

       

Car Pool Rota 
 

April  May  June 
           

5
th
 Mrs. B. Bickerton 475287  3

rd
 Mr. A. Henderson 477811  7

th
 Mr A Henderson 477811 

 Mr. J. Telfer 478090   Mr. W. Leslie 470812   Mr W Leslie  470812 
           

12
th
 Mr. E. Provan 476594  10

th
 Mr. D. Gulland 478317  14

th
 Mr D Gulland 478317 

 Mr. R. Ellis 470321   Mrs. B. Bickerton 475287   Mrs B Bickerton  475287 
           

19
th
 Mrs. J. Smith 476229  17

th
 Mr J. Telfer 478090  21

st
 Mr J Telfer 478090 

 Mr. A. Horsburgh 478754   Mr. E. Provan 476594   Mr E Provan 476594 
           

26
th
 Mr. J. Anderson 470936  24

th
 Mr. R. Ellis 470321  28

th
 Mr R Ellis  470321 

 Mr. K. McDonald 479083   Mrs. J. Smith 476229   Mrs J Smith 476229 
           
    31

st
 Mr. A. Horsburgh 478754     

     Mr. J. Anderson 470936     
           

For further information contact E. Provan 476594 

 

 

 
 Those requiring help in visiting local hospitals 

can contact Mr A. Johnston, on 477172, or Miss 
M. McIntosh, on 470161, who will make the 
necessary arrangements 

HOSPITAL  

  TRANSPORT 
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Recording of Sunday Services and Newsletter 
 

April May June 
       

5
th
 I. Moffat 3

rd
 A. Wason  7

th
 R Smillie 

       
12

th
 I. Moffat 10

th
 A. Wason  14

th
 H.Gorman 

       
19

th
 H. Gorman 17

th
 I. Moffat  21

st
 H Gorman 

       
26

th
 H. Gorman 24

th
 I. Moffat  28

th
 R.Smillie 

       
  31

st
 R. Smillie    

 
The Newsletter is recorded by Mrs E. Gulland and Mrs M. Robertson. 
 
The Sunday services are now recorded on CDôs, which are non-returnable. 
 
Anyone who wishes can benefit from this service. For example: 

1. If you are housebound. 
2. If you are ill. 
3. If you are on holiday. 
4. If you were at church and wish to listen to the service again. 

 

This service is free and if you donôt have a CD player you can also play CDôs on a 
DVD player 
 

If anyone would like a copy of the Sunday Services, or if you know of someone who 
would benefit from this service, please contact any elder or one of the recording 
team. 
 

R. Smillie 01292 476463 

 

 

BUDGET 2009 
 
The General Account budget for 2009 was recently approved by the Congregational 
Board and is now printed alongside together with the actual figures for 2008 (see 
below). 
 

In the present deflationary economic climate we expect costs in general to rise more 
slowly than in past years and accordingly we hope to contain increases in our total 
expenditure to about 2%. The major part of our outgoing, to National Ministry and 
Mission, is , of course, out with our control being a Mandatory commitment placed on 
us by Edinburgh. 
 

In order to cover our costs, allow for contingencies and maintain an adequate surplus 
we would require to see our income rise by 2.5%. The bulk of our income comes 
from members givings and we are extremely fortunate in St. Nicholas to have a 
substantial core of committed and supportive members. To sustain this liberality and 
to achieve our current targets we would encourage all members to give prayerful 
consideration to their financial support of the church and to review regularly their 
offerings. It would also be a great help if members would, where appropriate, give by 
the tax-efficient method through the Gift Aid scheme. 
 
W. Jackson     Treasurer                    W. Leslie     Finance Convenor 
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Gift Aid é is Good News 

 

What is Gift Aid ? 
 

It is a government scheme that enables the Church to 
reclaim the tax you have already paid on the money you 
give in your offering. 
 
Provided that an individual is a basic rate tax payer then 
the Government will repay tax on offerings donated 
provided that a record of these offerings is maintained. 
The tax recovered in 2007 was £13,806 which was almost 12% of our total income. If 
all offerings had been gift aided then this figure would have been doubled. 

 

How much does the church benefit from Gift Aid ? 
 

The reduction in the basic rate of Income Tax to 20% means that the Church can 
recover tax at the rate of 25p for every £1 given 
 
£20 becomes £25 
£100 becomes £125 
£800 becomes £1000 
 
If members of the congregation give offerings of £40,000 as Gift Aid contributions, 
the tax refund will increase this total to £50,000. 
 
If members of the congregation give offerings of £80,000 as Gift Aid contributions, 
the tax refund will increase this total to £100,000. 
 

Who can give through Gift Aid ? 
 

Anyone who pays Income Tax or Capital Gains Tax 

 
What is Required ? 
 

Giving your offering through Offering Envelopes, by Bank Standing Order, or by 
Cheque ï to provide the Church with the necessary record of your giving. 
 
Sign a Gift Aid Declaration ï this is printed below ready for you to complete. 

 
You do not need é 
 

To promise to give a particular amount each week 
To promise to give for a specific period of time 

 
Gift Aid is Good Stewardship 
 

Giving your offering as a Gift Aid contribution makes your offering worth more 
More money means more can be done to further the mission of the Church and 
advance the kingdom of God. 
Giving in this way is good Christian Stewardship. 
 

If you require any assistance or further information then please contact Stanley 
Smart, Bill Jackson, or Bill Leslie.



 7 

Gift Aid Declaration  

The Church of Scotland  
 

Name of congregation:  St Nicholas Parish Church, Prestwick  
 
Donor's Full Name in CAPITALS:  

 
......................... ................ ........................ .............................  

 
Donor' s Title:  ( Mr/Miss/Mrs/Ms/Rev ) éé..............................  
 

Donor's Address in CAPITALS:  
 

éééééééééééééééééééé............................................... ..  
 
.............. ............................................... ....................... ..........  

 
..................................... ......... ................................................  

 
Postcode:  ..................................  
 

I want the Congregation to trea t all donations I have made for the six 
years prior to this year, and all donations I make from the date of this 

declaration until I notify you otherwise, as Gift Aid donations.  
 

Signature of Donor:  ......................................................... ......  
 
Date of signing:  ............................. .... ................................... .  

 
 
Notes:  

1. You can cancel this Declaration at any time by notifying the 
Congregation.  

 
2. You must pay an amount of income tax and/or capital gains tax at least  
equal to the tax that the Congregation reclaims on your donations in the 

tax year.  
 

3. If in the future your circumstances change and you no longer pay tax 
on your income  and capital gains equal to the tax that the Congregation 
reclaims, you can cancel  yo ur declaration (see note 1)  

 
4. If you pay tax at the higher rate you can claim further tax relief in your 

Self  Assessment tax return.  
 

5. Please notify the Congregation if you change your name or address.  
 
Please give completed form to the Congregational Treasurer or 

Gift Aid Convener  
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St Nicholas Sunday School 
 
Hello Again, 
 
Below is the Juniors curriculum for the coming weeks; 

  
JJEESSUUSS  AANNDD  JJOOHHNN  

  JJeessuuss  iinn  tthhee  tteemmppllee  

LLuukkee  22::4411--5522  

((AAiimm  ::  TToo  bbee  iinnssppiirreedd  tthhaatt  GGoodd  pprreeppaarreedd  JJeessuuss  iinn  rroouuttiinneess  ooff  ddaaiillyy  lliiffee))  

JJoohhnn  iinn  tthhee  ddeesseerrtt    

MMaatttthheeww  33::11--1177  

((AAiimm  ::  TToo  sseeee  hhooww  GGoodd  eeqquuiippss  hhiiss  ppeeooppllee  tthhrroouugghh  tthhee  SSppiirriitt))  

  JJeessuuss  iinn  tthhee  ddeesseerrtt  

  MMaatttthheeww  44::11--1111    

  ((AAiimm  ::  TToo  rreeaalliissee  tthhaatt  GGoodd  eeqquuiippss  hhiiss  ppeeooppllee  wwiitthh  hhiiss  WWoorrdd))    

  JJoohhnn  iinn  pprriissoonn    

MMaatttthheeww  1111::11--1199    

  ((AAiimm  ::  TToo  ddiissccoovveerr  GGooddôôss  ppeeooppllee  aarree  eeqquuiippppeedd  wwhheenn  tthheeyy  sseeee  GGoodd  aatt  wwoorrkk   
 
ññTThhee  LLoorrdd  iiss  ggoooodd;;  hhiiss  lloovvee  iiss  eetteerrnnaall  aanndd  hhiiss  ffaaiitthhffuullnneessss  llaassttss  ffoorr  eevveerr..òò  PPssaallmm  110000::55..  
 
 

IISSAAAACC  AANNDD  OOUURR  FFAAIITTHHFFUULL  GGOODD  

  IIssaaaacc  iiss  bboorrnn  

GGeenneessiiss  1188::11--1155,,  2211::11--88  

((AAiimm  ::  TToo  sseeee  tthhaatt  GGoodd  ffaaiitthhffuullllyy  kkeeeeppss  hhiiss  pprroommiissee))  

AAbbrraahhaamm  ppaasssseess  tthhee  tteesstt    

GGeenneessiiss  2222  

((AAiimm  ::  TToo  rreeaalliissee  GGoodd  wwaannttss  hhiiss  ppeeooppllee  ttoo  ttrruusstt  hhiiss  ffaaiitthhffuullnneessss))  

  IIssaaaacc  ggeett  mmaarrrriieedd    

GGeenneessiiss  2244  

  ((AAiimm  ::  TToo  sseeee  tthhaatt  GGoodd  ddooeess  mmaannyy  tthhiinnggss  ttoo  sshhooww  uuss  hhiiss  ffaaiitthhffuullnneessss))    

  IIssaaaaccôôss  cchhiillddrreenn    

GGeenneessiiss  2255::1199--3344,,  2277::11--4455    

  ((AAiimm  ::  TToo  bbee  ccoonnffiiddeenntt  bbeeccaauussee  GGoodd  iiss  ffaaiitthhffuull  eevveenn  tthhoouugghh  lliiffee  iiss  mmeessssyy))    
 

ññTThhee  LLoorrdd  iiss  ggoooodd;;  hhiiss  lloovvee  iiss  eetteerrnnaall  aanndd  hhiiss  ffaaiitthhffuullnneessss  llaassttss  ffoorr  eevveerr..òò  PPssaallmm  110000::55..  
 
 

SSTTOORRYY  SSEEEEDDSS  

  TThhee  ssttoorryy  ooff  tthhee  ffaarrmmeerr  

MMaatttthheeww  1133::11--2233  

((AAiimm  ::  TToo  rreeaalliissee  wwee  nneeeedd  ttoo  rreessppoonndd  ttoo  JJeessuussôô  tteeaacchhiinngg))  

TThhee  wwhheeaatt  aanndd  wweeeeddss  ssttoorryy    

MMaatttthheeww  1133::2244--3300,,  3366--4433  

((AAiimm  ::  TToo  kknnooww  tthhaatt  GGoodd  wwiillll  ddeeaall  wwiitthh  bbaadd  ppeeooppllee))  

  TThhee  mmuussttaarrdd  sseeeedd  aanndd  yyeeaasstt  ssttoorriieess  

  MMaatttthheeww  1133::3311--3333  

  ((AAiimm  ::  TToo  bbee  eexxcciitteedd  ttoo  bbee  ppaarrtt  ooff  ssoommeetthhiinngg  tthhaatt  iiss  ggrroowwiinngg))    

  JJeessuuss  bblleesssseess  tthhee  cchhiillddrreenn  

MMaatttthheeww  1199::1133--1155    

  ((AAiimm  ::  TToo  hheeaarr  JJeessuuss  tteeaacchh  hhooww  cchhiillddrreenn  aarree  aa  mmooddeell  ffoorr  hhooww  wwee  ccoommee  ttoo  GGoodd))  

JJeessuuss  hheeaallss  BBaarrttiimmaaeeuuss    

  MMaatttthheeww  1199::1133--1155    

  ((AAiimm  ::  TToo  sseeee  tthhaatt  JJeessuuss  hhaass  aauutthhoorriittyy  ttoo  hheeaall)) 
 

TThhee  LLoorrdd  iiss  ggoooodd;;  hhiiss  lloovvee  iiss  eetteerrnnaall  aanndd  hhiiss  ffaaiitthhffuullnneessss  llaassttss  ffoorr  eevveerr..òò  PPssaallmm  110000::55..  
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Forthcoming Newsletters will include what the Bible Class and the Primary are doing. 

 
This monthôs newsletter however is a departure from normal Sunday School activities 
in that I felt it appropriate to give those of you who were unable to attend the AGM   a 
progress report on the state of our Sunday School.  
 
This was our Centennial year as a church and we in the Sunday School were 
privileged to be intimately involved in many of the yearôs celebrations.  
In our own right our teachers and children organised 4 themed lunches: Chinese; 
Italian; Mexican and a Teddy Bearôs Picnic. All of which were great fun to do and I 
think enabled our children and teachers and helpers to meet members of the 
congregation who otherwise would have remained just beyond our ken. 
  
Indeed even the Crèche became involved as they celebrated their first Christmas 
party (I wonder if that was the first in 100 years ?) 
 
The essence of this yearsô report on our Sunday School is how important it is to the 
life of our church when young and very young children have adults who take time to 
lead, instruct and inspire them.   
 
Itôs a team effort: Our minister leads by his presence on a Sunday morning which is 
focussed on his childrenôs address and together with his selection of hymn tunes let 
us know that the Christian message can be learned joyfully.  When the children leave 
for their Sunday School this spirit of ñlearning-can-be funò is continued by our 
teachers and helpers.  And when the holidays come along volunteers step forward to 
help maintain the continuity of that message.  And let us not forget you the 
congregation who by your support and encouragement, and friendly smile, lets every 
child in our Sunday School know that they are an integral member of the church 
family.  
 
Our overall numbers in Sunday School are broadly unchanged including our Cradle 
Roll, which has 26 young families in our congregation. This reflects how busy our 
Crèche has been on Sunday mornings. One Sunday morning earlier this year we had 
over 12 babies (lovely chaos). During Baptisms more young parents are taking the 
opportunity to use our Crèche facilities.   
 
And you know, when you discover that there are churches without Sunday School: 
sometimes through lack of children and sometimes due to no adults to help we are 
extremely fortunate in St Nicholas that we have both - children who want to come to 
Sunday School and people who want to help.    
 
In broad-brush terms the trend over the previous 5 years are as follows:  
 

         2004         2005  2006  2007  2008 
Crèche         7  9 
Beginners   6      6    6  -  10 
Primary 12    18  16  32*  17  
 
Juniors 14    12  14  14  16 
Bible Class 14    15  10    6    6 

Cradle Roll   

Families 21    21  26  25  26 
Children  21    22       28  27  28 
Baptisms     12  13  12  13 
* Combined with Beginners 
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We still continue to face big challenges, with Sunday mornings becoming ever 
increasingly popular as a time for extra school activities. Our challenge is to make 
Sunday school the place to be on a Sunday morning rather than the sports field 
/swimming pool/etc/etc/etc. 
 
Finally, on behalf of you the congregation may I take this opportunity to thank the 
Teachers, Helpers, Cradle Roll Secretary and her Helpers for all their hard work 
throughout the session. We wouldnôt have a Sunday school without their loyal and 
sustained hard work and your support.  

 
Keith Lyons (Sunday School Superintendent) 
 
ps. We look forward to seeing you at the Congregational outing at Auchencruive in 
June.  

St Nicholas Outreach 
We wish to thank the continuing support of the 
Congregation and with this in mind we have been able to 
recently send a total of £1000 to Blythswood Care. 
 
This has been earmarked for the "Buckets of Love" Appeal, 
which supplies Household and Personal Items to those in 
need.   It is a bit like the shoebox appeal, except the items 
are put in a plastic bucket.  Blythswood has learned that it 
has greater effect to acquire the items within the Country 
of Destination, thus finance was the request. 
 
You may note change of name giving the report, myself now being secretary  of the 
Committee.   Appreciation has been given to Margaret McIntosh and Ann 
Cumberland for all their hard work since the start of the Committee, bring it to the 
prominence it now enjoys. 
 
Bryce Wilson 
 
Below are the dates when the Blythswood Care collections will take place in Ayr and 
Troon. Please see notices in the corridor for other details. 
  

 
 
 
 

 

 
Each Day Brings A Chance To Do Better 
 
How often we wish for another chance 

To make a fresh beginning, 

A Chance to blot out our mistakes 

and change failure into winning- 

And it does not take a special time 

To make a brand-new start, 

It only takes the deep desire 

To try with all our heart 

To live a little better 

And to always be forgiving 

And to add a little 'sunshine' 

to the world in which we're living - 

 So never give up in despair 

and think that you are through, 

For there's always a tomorrow 

and a chance to start anew. 

 April May June 
AYR - Racecourse car park from 9.00am to 9.30am 15 13 10 
    
TROON ï Morrisonôs from 10.00am to 10.30pm  15 13 10 
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Unlocking the Bible (20) 

  

FFaaii lluurree  FFaaccttoorrss::   LLoossiinngg  ssiigghhtt  ooff   pprr iioorr ii ttiieess  --    

LLeessssoonnss  ffrroomm  22  CChhrroonniicclleess    

 

With David now gone, it is left to Solomon to ensure that the dream is realised and the project 

completed. He now provides the lead and also carries out the work. 2 Chronicles records his 

exploits and continues the story.  

Initially, as the first seven chapters record, everything goes well. He takes up the supply 

arrangements negotiated by David, engages the people, builds the exquisite Temple and 

oversees its dedication in a grand ceremony.   

Solomonôs significant contribution is in his skill, expertise, accomplishment and excellence. 

But, they are also the makings of his downfall, for they emphasise the external, the apparent, 

and that which can be quantified and embellished. They concentrate on the cosmetic 

appearance not on the expression of substance. Solomon succumbed to the temptation of 

continuing that endeavour ï and the use of goodwill and resources ï for his own 

showmanship. It was achievements for the purposes of display and self aggrandisement. It 

was pride before a fall. 

What followed makes sad reading. Solomonôs legacy ï apart from the visible Temple ï was 

discontent, rebellion and division as the northern tribes revolted against the (by now 

purposeless) exploitation and formed a kingdom of their own, leaving Judah (and Benjamin) 

to continue in Jerusalem. Understandable as Israelôs (the northern kingdom) complaints were, 

the inheritance is through Judah. Consequently, Chronicles ignores the Israel aspect of this 

story and concentrates on what happened through Judah and its kings. It is only concerned 

with the fulfilment of Godôs purpose. 

What follows in 2 Chronicles are the exploits and achievements of a number of kings of the 

southern kingdom. Most follow the ways of the Lord, seeking to establish good practice even 

though a number fail in critical aspects, like incomplete clearance of foreign gods. Those who 

do follow the Lord find Him faithful. For example, Jehoshaphat proves Godôs strength and 

enabling in overcoming Moab in a battle where we have those oft-quoted words: ñO our God, 

we are helpless against this great host. We do not know what to so, but our wyes are unto 

Thee.ò  God vindicated that stance and gave them the victory. 

Others continued that trust and initiated further reforms and positive initiatives. Foremost 

among the reported (and therefore commended) activities were: restoring the Temple, 

encouraging voluntary contribution and celebrating the Passover ï all activities emphasising 

the centrality of God and their responsibility to be His óholy nationô.  

But, despite these brave efforts the óforce of gravityô was such that, when deliberate, 

disciplined, enterprise was not being exercised obedience was weak and the ungodly 

influences strong. By the end of the book the nation has been taken captive.  

What can we learn from it? Surely, it is a reminder that our responsibility is to be totally and 

always committed to ñdo Thy will, o Lordò, to avoid the temptation of replacing God at the 

centre with ourselves, and to be strong in maintaining that positive witness and endeavour, 

knowing that the default tendency is ñprone to wander, Lord I feel it; prone to leave the God I 

loveò. But, as Ezra, our next book will show, God is redemptive and such failure leads to 

restoration and success.   
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Reflection on the ministry 

 

Over this past month the regular pulpit ministry has been 

supplemented by Up Close and Personal, a series of  informal Bible 

Studies on Monday mornings led by Maureen Bird looking at 

incidents in and features of the life of Jesus between the Cradle 

and the Cross. Here are some reflections from that series.  

Jesus called disciples to be with Him and to carry on res ponsibility for spreading 

the gospel after he had ascended. They were a motley crew, drawn from 

different backgrounds and possessing varied personalities. Yet, each was called. 

And, in being called had, like Peter and Andrew or James and John, to leave 

the ir present mode of life and begin a new one following Him. That is what 

becoming a Christian is: leaving one life and committing ourselves to Another.  

During this time Jesus presented His message in parables. One of the better 

known ones is the story of t he ôprodigal sonõ and the elder brother. The younger 

son took what the father bestowed upon him and wasted it, sinking to great 

depths. Yet, from there he was able to repent, return, seek forgiveness and be 

reinstated as a true son. That was cause for rejo icing indeed. But the older 

brother, who had remained at home, resented all of that. Two lessons here: In 

the first place there is forgiveness when we truly repent and come to our 

senses. But, also there can be a hardness of attitude from a self righteousn ess, 

such as that displayed by the Pharisees.  

Incidents were also important. In Matthew 22 we encounter a number of these, 

each with a different significance. In the one, Mary anointed the head and feet 

of Jesus with very costly ointment as He sat at the meal table. Her action was 

spontaneous and yet meaningful. Her appreciation and adoration of Jesus was 

such that she gave it expression, using something that was precious to her, yet 

the costliness was part of her praise. At the same time Judas, took a dif ferent 

view. He thought purely in material terms and reckoned how much money such 

perfume could raise and òbe given to the poor .ó How we worship the Lord Jesus 
depends on our attitude and motivation. Our devotion is seen in what we do; and 

what we do depends on what motivates us. òLove so amazing, so divine demands 
my soul, my life, my all .ó 

As we come up to Easter we think of this Jesus ð the Light of the World ð on 

His way from the Cradle to the Cross. Have we responded to His call? Are we 

wasting the lif e He gave us? Have we ôcome to our sensesõ and said: òCome let us 
to the Lord our God with contrite hearts returnó And do we express that new 

devotion with òall your heart and with all your souló? The psalmist David said, 

òShall I render to the Lord that w hich cost me nothing?ó Should we not ask 

something similar - and give Him our all?  
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A MOMENT FOR MALAWI  

 
We recently had a packing session for all the goods 

collected over the last two months and it is so exciting to 

see everything  laid out and ready t o be packaged, row 

upon row of toothpaste, toothbrushes, soap and flannels 

and of course all the stationery items, pens, pencils, 

folders etc.  It is also very humbling to think about the 

packages arriving and being opened excitedly, bringing such 

joy to t he recipients from even the simplest of things, 

many of which are everyday basics for us.  How wonderful 

to know that we can express Godõs love  in this way and 

with the knowledge that our donations can be bring such 

blessing and be so greatly appreciated through this 

wonderful ministry.  Thank you for making this possible 

through your continued support.  The March collection of 

underwear and t -shirts is flourishing because of your warm 

generosity.  It is so encouraging to see the baskets filling 

up almost on a daily basis! 

 

As our thoughts turn to spring, to new life and new growth it seemed 

appropriate for the month of APRIL to collect:  

 

PACKETS OF SEEDS (mainly vegetables ð a few flowers)  

 

We would also ask if anyone has any unwanted or redundant gardeni ng tools then 

we would love to be able to send them along with the seeds.   

 

Thank you once again in anticipation of your loyal support.  

 

Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and 
increase your store of seed and will enla rge the harvest of your righteousness.
     2 Corinthians 9: 10  

__________________________________  
 

Faith is a Candle 
 
IN THIS SICK WORLD OF HATRED 

AND VIOLENCE AND SIN, 

WHERE MEN RENOUNCE MORALS 

AND REJECT DISCIPLINE, 

WE STUMBLE IN 'DARKNESS' 

GROPING VAINLY FOR 'LIGHT' 

TO DISTINQUISH THE DIFFERENCE 

BETWEEN WRONG AND RIGHT, 

BUT DAWN CANNOT FOLLOW 

THIS NIGHT OF DESPAIR 

UNLESS FAITH LIGHTS A CANDLE 

IN ALL HEARTS EVERYWHERE 

AND WARMED BY THE GLOW 

OUR HATE MELTS AWAY 

AND LOVE LIGHTS THE PATH 

TO A PEACEFUL NEW DAY. 
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Christian Aid 
 
Fun Day 2009 followed by Annual Door to Door Collection  

 
The Christian Aid movement finds itself this year in a position where there are many 
demands on its services throughout the World. Christian Aid is not alone in this. As is 
well known many of the high profile charitable organisations are already heavily 
committed with  immense needs - particularly in Africa. It is essential all the 
organisations this year in particular pull together to provide for those who have 
nothing ï and in many cases not even enough water.  
You are asked therefor for your support once again ï and it is appreciated that owing 
to the current economic situation many folk will not have the same pennies in the 
pocket or notes in the wallet as hitherto ï but please support where you can and give 
what you can when the time comes. 
This year the Annual Fun day will be hosted by our friends at the North Church ï the 
date is Saturday 9th May ï 10.00am till 2.00pm and it is hoped we in St Nicholas will 
be seen to have supported this event. Tickets for the tea room (price £2 ) will be 
available at the Church Office ï but please come along and support the efforts of 
those who try so hard to make this day a success. There will be entertainment and 
many stalls for which donations will be sought in a few weeks time. It has been 
suggested that there may also be a silent auction but this has yet to be confirmed. 
Your Christian Aid Committee are deeply appreciative of our own Church Guild who 
we understand are holding a fiddlers concert the proceeds from which they plan to 
donate to Christian Aid. 
There will be a Songs of Praise Service on the evening of Sunday 10th May ï full 
details of which will be intimated nearer that time. 
The Door to Door Collection will take place from Sunday 10th  -  Saturday 16th May 
and your Committee will be delighted to accept offers of help for this very worthwhile 
and rewarding task.  In previous years  82% of the money collected finds its way 
directly to those who are in need. In the event you decide to support the Annual 
Collection ï please - if you are a taxpayer fill in the Gift Aid slips which greatly 
increase the value of your contribution. 
Your Christian Aid Committee members are : Kathryn Fisher, Pam Ellis and Iain 
Moffat. If you can help out in any way please contact any one of us.  
 

 

 
Easter 2009  
 
Our Easter celebrations will start on Sunday 5th. April with a Palm Sunday Family 
Service. 
 

The Holy Week services this year are at Kingcase Church and start at 8 pm each 
night, with Communion being celebrated on the Thursday night.  
 

There will be a Walk of Witness through the town starting at New Life Church at 
11.00am and finishing at Kingcase Church where a light lunch will be available.  
 

We then will have our Easter Morning worship on 12th. April 
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CHURCH OF SCOTLAND  
 

PARISH  DEVELOPMENT  FUND  (PDF) 

 
The Convener of the Parish Development Fund Committee has requested that 
information about the workings of this fund be brought to the attention of all Kirk 
Sessions and Congregations. 
 
The Fund was created a number of years ago by the General Assembly, to provide 
part funding to support congregational initiatives which have a community focus 
and are responding to local needs. 
The General Assembly has committed finance for the Fund up until the end of 2010 - 
and in 2008 instructed the Council of Assembly along with the PDF Committee to 
undertake a review of the Fund, in order to bring recommendations for its future to 
the General Assembly of 2009. 
In response to this instruction, an external evaluation of the Fund was carried out 
towards the end of last year, some of the findings of which were as follows : 
 
· Nearly £3.5 million has so far been allocated to local church initiatives across 

Scotland. 
· 169 grants have been paid to 135 congregations as churches have been 

encouraged to work in partnership, not only with other churches of any 
denomination, but also with local community organisations, such as schools, 
Social Work, Police, NHS, etc. 

· PDF Funding has been seen to be directly responding to social need in parishes / 
communities. 

· The funded projects demonstrate grass roots parish and community development 
around the needs of quite vulnerable people. 

 
The Evaluation reported in favourable terms of the success of PDF, while noting that 
it is a requirement of funding that projects obtain match funding.  
 
Anyone wishing to read a fuller summary of its Findings and Conclusions, may obtain 
a copy from the Office.  
 

 
 
 
 

and Finally é 
 
A mother was baking pancakes for her sons, Kevin 5, and Ryan 3. 

The boys began to argue over who would get the first pancake  

Their mother saw the opportunity for a moral lesson 

ñIf Jesus were sitting here, He would say, óLet my brother have the first pancake, I 

can waitôò. 

Kevin turned to his younger brother and said, ñRyan, you be Jesus!ò 
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Parish Register 
 
Baptisms 
February Millie, Jacqueline McKellar, daughter of Mr. & Mrs. E. 

McKellar, 73, Midton Road, Prestwick. 
 
Funerals 
February Mary Holland, Queens Nursing Home, Prestwick 
 
March John Menzies, 20, Bellevue Road, Prestwick 
 Terry Riley, 18, Douglas Road, Coylton 
 Lily Mayfield, Biggart Hospital, Prestwick 
 Addie McClure, Malin Court Nursing Home. 
 Frederick Bicker, 16, Mossbank, Prestwick. 
 
 

Church Office 
The Church office is now operating from the Crawford Room, and the opening hours 
are 10.00am to 12.00noon Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, and Saturday. The 
telephone number is 01292 671547 and the e-mail address 
office@stnicholasprestwick.org.uk. 

 

Newsletter Articles 
Please be advised that any articles for the church newsletter should be submitted by 
e-mail, whenever possible. Please forward articles for the 
newsletter to the following addresses; 
 
newsletter@stnicholasprestwick.org.uk 

 
All articles must be submitted by the 20th of the month, 
 
 

Intimations 
If you are interested in having an intimation added to the weekly Order of Service, 
please send the details by e-mail to office@stnicholasprestwick.org.uk or contact the 
Church office. 
 
All intimations should be submitted at the latest by the Friday prior to the Sunday you 
require the intimation to be announced.   
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Advertisements 
 
 

 
 

A Totally New and Diverse approach to homecare 
 

HRM Homecare Services offer óat homeô specially tailored care programs for Older 
People, Children and Families and Adults with Disabilities. We have been providing 
support services in partnership with social services in Ayrshire for 14 years. Our 
support workers are carefully recruited, requiring references and an Enhanced 
Disclosure. HRM Homecare is inspected and regulated by the Care Commission, 
and the Scottish Social Services Council. For a free consultation and advisory 
service, please telephone 01292 476778.  The services provided include; 
 

¶ Personal Care & Bathing 

¶ Household cleaning 

¶ Assistance with meals & medication 

¶ Overnight care & respite services     

¶ Dementia Care   

¶ Shopping services/pension and 
prescription collection 

¶ Escort services to hospital 
appointments  

¶ Palliative Care 
 

info@hrmhomecare.co.uk              www.hrmhomecare.co.uk     

 
 
 

 
Your Local Electrician  

 

* Prestwick * Troon * Ayr * 
 

Len Brady 
Approved Electrician 

 
 
 
 
 

 
01292 478045 

 
32 Berelands Road 
Prestwick KA9 1JY 

  

Marilynõs  

Cleaning Services 
 

We offer weekly cleaning of homes, 
and also one off cleans. 

 
We also provide end of tenancy 

and house move cleans. 
 

References can be supplied 
 

Please contact Marilyn Larmour 
 

Tel No: 01294 541035 
 

Mobile No: 07867 953 400  

 
 

 

 

  

All Jobbing Electrical Work 

Free Estimates 

Competitive Rates 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 

 
  Training Team of the year 2008 
  Care at Home Provider of the Year 2008 
  Entrepreneur of the Year 2008 
  Business Diversity Recruitment Award 2008 
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Help Prevent accidents in the home. 
Have your electrical installations checked. 

All types of electrical work carried out. 
 

For all those odd jobs about the house that need doing give me a ring. 

Jim McLoughlin TROON 315 927 
 

MOBILE 07803590552 

ELECTRICIAN 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

Frances Coid  
Dressmaking & Alterations  

01292 478448  

 

 
 

 

Advertisements 
 

If you wish to advertise your company or organisation through the newsletter, 
please contact the Church office on 01292 671547 or e-mail 
office@stnicholasprestwick.org.uk for further information. 
 
 


