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Dear Friends, 
 
It would seem to be the time of year when there are a number of conferences and 
events, and they all have to be entered into the diary, and of course from time to time 
you have to look at the to make sure that you don‟t miss anything. Just today at a 
meeting I had with our youth worker Laura, I was commenting on what a busy and 
hectic schedule our young people have, and the pressures that are on them to be 
involved in a whole spread f different things. Often there is pressure put on the young 
people to be in different places at different times for a variety of activities that might 
well be very good. On the news programme this morning they were looking at the 
need for children to have an understanding of finance and the value of money, and I 
am sure that on more than one occasion someone said that money was central to 
their whole lives and they needed to understand and know about finance. It struck 
me quite forcibly that the whole focus of the item was on teaching children what was 
important and one of the most important things was money. Also on the news had 
been a report about the incidence of teenage pregnancy and the high rate that there 
was in the country, and reference was made to better sex and relationship education 
in the schools and for young people. Again I was aware that there didn‟t appear to be 
a great deal of emphasis on any sort of moral education, and that perhaps because 
there is no longer any commonly accepted morality in our country, and so little or 
nothing would seem to be imparted. I am getting old and the world is a changing 
place, but for all that there are some things that are unchangeable and amongst them 
is the truth of God‟s Word in The Bible and the love and guidance that is give n to us 
there. No matter that things are old fashioned if they are fit for purpose and have not 
been surpassed by something better then perhaps it would make sense to stick with 
them. There are many people who would gladly discard The Bible and say that it has 
no place in our modern society (they might be right, after all look how well things 
seem to be going!). There is a need not only to know that the word of God is still 
relevant today but to show a confidence in that teaching in our own lives but also to 
those around us. I learned a long time ago that it is often the people who shout 
loudest who get their own way. I still remember and elder in my last parish who would 
simply talk and talk until things came round to his way. I have seen it in other 
situations, and in society as a whole, that someone who makes a lot of noise gets 
what they want. I suppose what I am suggesting is that we make a bit more noise 
about our faith and about those things that we believe to be right and wrong. 
We are greatly blessed in our church with people who are both very supportive and 
generous to the work of the church, and thought I should mention one or two things 
that have happened in recent months. There is a stained glass panel that has been 
placed in the New Hall and this was purchased by Mrs. Ella Young in memory of her 
late husband Stewart who was our church officer. You might also notice that we have 
new offering bags, the woodwork was constructed by John Hope and the bags made 
by Mrs. Francis Coid. We are grateful to these folk for their generosity to the church. 
(It should be noted that the offering bags are slightly larger and hence can take more 
filling). 

 
 
Your servant in Christ, 
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Office Bearers on Duty 
 

March:  D. Bowman, M. Bowman, E. Young, P. Martin 
Counting Duty: Q. Wilson 
 

April:   J. MacKenzie, I. Caird, A. Caird, E. Caddell 
Counting Duty: I. Fraser 
 

May:   W. Richie, P. Gardner, P. Ellis, P. Hope 
   Counting Duty: N. Gardner 
 

Beadle Rota 
 

March April May 
       

1
st
 A. Wason 5

th
 R. Smillie  3

rd
 A. McGregor 

       
8

th
 D. Gulland 12

th
 J. Hope  10

th
 H. Gorman 

       
15

th
 A. McGregor 19

th
 A. Wason  17

th
 E. Provan 

       
22

nd
 H. Gorman 26

th
 D. Gulland  24

th
 R. Smillie 

       
29

th
 E. Provan    31

st
 J. Hope 

       

Car Pool Rota 
 

March  April  May 
           

1
st
 Mr. J Telfer 478090  5

th
 Mrs. B. Bickerton 475287  3

rd
 Mr. A. Henderson  

 Mr. E. Provan 476594   Mr. J. Telfer 478090   Mr. W. Leslie  
           

8
th
 Mr. R. Ellis 470321  12

th
 Mr. E. Provan 476594  10

th
 Mr. D. Gulland  

 Mrs. J. Smith 476229   Mr. R. Ellis 470321   Mrs. B. Bickerton  
           

15
th
 Mr. A. Horsburgh 478754  19

th
 Mrs. J. Smith 476229  17

th
 Mr J. Telfer  

 Mr. J. Anderson 470936   Mr. A. Horsburgh 478754   Mr. E. Provan  
           

22
nd

 Mr. K. McDonald 479083  26
th
 Mr. J. Anderson 470936  24

th
 Mr. R. Ellis  

 Mr. A. Henderson 477811   Mr. K. McDonald 479083   Mrs. J. Smith  
           

29
th
 Mr. W. Leslie 470812      31

st
 Mr. A. Horsburgh  

 Mr. D. Gulland 478317       Mr. J. Anderson  
           

For further information contact E. Provan 476594 

 

 

 

 Those requiring help in visiting local hospitals 
can contact Mr A. Johnston, on 477172, or Miss 
M. McIntosh, on 470161, who will make the 
necessary arrangements 

HOSPITAL  

  TRANSPORT 
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Recording of Sunday Services and Newsletter 
 

 
March April May 

       
1

st
 H. Gorman 5

th
 I. Moffat  3

rd
 A. Wason 

       
8

th
 A. Wason 12

th
 I. Moffat  10

th
 A. Wason 

       
15

th
 A. Wason 19

th
 H. Gorman  17

th
 I. Moffat 

       
22

nd
 R. Smillie 26

th
 H. Gorman  24

th
 I. Moffat 

       
29

th
 R. Smillie    31

st
 R. Smillie 

 
The Newsletter is recorded by Mrs E. Gulland and Mrs M. Robertson. 
 
The Sunday services are now recorded on CD‟s, which are non-returnable. 
 
Anyone who wishes can benefit from this service. For example: 

1. If you are housebound. 
2. If you are ill. 
3. If you are on holiday. 
4. If you were at church and wish to listen to the service again. 

 
This service is free and if you don‟t have a CD player you can also play CD‟s on a 
DVD player 
 
If anyone would like a copy of the Sunday Services, or if you know of someone who 
would benefit from this service, please contact any elder or one of the recording 
team. 
 
R. Smillie 01292 476463 

 
 

Florida Court sets Atheist Holy day 
 
In Florida, an atheist created a case against the Easter & Passover Holy Days. 
He hired an attorney to bring a discrimination case against Christians, Jews, and observances 
of their Holy days. The argument was that it was unfair that atheists had no such recognised 
day. 
 
The case was brought before a Judge. After listening to the passionate presentation by the 
lawyer, the judge banged his gavel declaring “CASE DISMISSED” 
 
The lawyer stood objecting to the ruling saying, “Your Honour, how can you possibly dismiss 
this case. The Christians have Christmas, Easter & others. The Jews have Passover and yet 
my client and all other atheists have no such holidays.” The judge leaned forward in his chair 
saying, “But you do, counsel, your client is woefully ignorant”. 
 
The lawyer said, “Your Honour, we are unaware of any special observance or holidays for 
atheists. The judge said, “PSALM 14: 1 states – The fool says in his heart, there is no God! 
Thus, it is the opinion of this court, that if your client says, there is no God, then he is a fool. 
Therefore, April 1

st
 is his day.” COURT ADJOURNED. 

 



 5 

Gift Aid é is Good News 
 

What is Gift Aid ? 
 

It is a government scheme that enables the Church to 
reclaim the tax you have already paid on the money you 
give in your offering. 
 
Provided that an individual is a basic rate tax payer then 
the Government will repay tax on offerings donated 
provided that a record of these offerings is maintained. The tax recovered in 2007 
was £13,806 which was almost 12% of our total income. If all offerings had been gift 
aided then this figure would have been doubled. 

 

How much does the church benefit from Gift Aid ? 
 

The reduction in the basic rate of Income Tax to 20% means that the Church can 
recover tax at the rate of 25p for every £1 given 
 
£20 becomes £25 
£100 becomes £125 
£800 becomes £1000 
 
If members of the congregation give offerings of £40,000 as Gift Aid contributions, 
the tax refund will increase this total to £50,000. 
 
If members of the congregation give offerings of £80,000 as Gift Aid contributions, 
the tax refund will increase this total to £100,000. 
 

Who can give through Gift Aid ? 
 

Anyone who pays Income Tax or Capital Gains Tax 

 
What is Required ? 
 

Giving your offering through Offering Envelopes, by Bank Standing Order, or by 
Cheque – to provide the Church with the necessary record of your giving. 
 
Sign a Gift Aid Declaration – this is printed below ready for you to complete. 

 
You do not need é 
 

To promise to give a particular amount each week 
To promise to give for a specific period of time 

 
Gift Aid is Good Stewardship 
 

Giving your offering as a Gift Aid contribution makes your offering worth more 
More money means more can be done to further the mission of the Church and 
advance the kingdom of God. 
Giving in this way is good Christian Stewardship. 
 

If you require any assistance or further information then please contact Stanley 
Smart, Bill Jackson, or Bill Leslie.
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Gift Aid Declaration  

The Church of Scotland  
 

Name of congregation:  St Nicholas Parish Church, Prestwick  
 
Donor's Full Name in CAPITALS:  

 
......................................... .................. ...... .............................  

 
Donor' s Title:  ( Mr/Miss/Mrs/Ms/Rev ) éé..............................  
 

Donor's Address in CAPITALS:  
 

éééééééééééééééééééé............................................... ..  
 
................................................ ............. ....................... ..........  

 
..................................... ......... ................................................  

 
Postcode:  ..................................  
 

I want the Congregation to treat all donations I have made for th e six 
years prior to this year, and all donations I make from the date of this 

declaration until I notify you otherwise, as Gift Aid donations.  
 

Signature of Donor:  ...............................................................  
 
Date of signing:  ......... .................... .... ................................... .  

 
 
Notes:  

1. You can cancel this Declaration at any time by notifying the 
Congregation.  

 
2. You must pay an amount of income tax and/or capital gains tax at least 
equal to the tax that the Congreg ation reclaims on your donations in the 

tax year.  
 

3. If in the future your circumstances change and you no longer pay tax 
on your income  and capital gains equal to the tax that the Congregation 
reclaims, you can cancel  your declaration (see note 1)  

 
4. If  you pay tax at the higher rate you can claim further tax relief in your 

Self  Assessment tax return.  
 

5. Please notify the Congregation if you change your name or address.  
 
Please give completed form to the Congregational Treasurer or 

Gift Aid Convener  
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St Nicholas Sunday School 
 

Hello Again, 
 
You know working together and giving each other mutual support when we 
have difficulties is something the teachers in the Sunday School do for each 
other. And I must admit I was in difficulty in writing a newsletter from 
12000miles away. Thank you Janet G for writing last month „s newsletter 
when I was on holiday.   
 
In a parody of those famous words from Apollo 13 –“Houston …. we have a 
problem.” We have a problem…. a lack of volunteers to help our “Activity 
Sunday School” during holiday periods.     
 
Last weekend we had 21 children who came to church on a holiday weekend!! 
How this has grown due to volunteers putting their name down for a Sunday  
 
With several holiday periods to come there are quite a few blanks and we 
need your support to help out during these holiday periods. 
 
Putting your name down for even only one of the holiday weekends will help 
to ensure these children don‟t drift away. So, if you would like to help but are 
feeling a bit unsure about it all   please come and have a chat either with us in 
the Sunday School or even speak to some of the volunteers who have helped 
in the past.  
 
Continuing on my theme of mutual support, the Juniors recently have had an 
influx of teenagers from the Bible Class whose lessons/discussions with Alec 
Milne are over at 11.00am. They are coming in to our Juniors Department and 
in liaison with the teachers are passing on to the younger children their 
knowledge and experiences and interpretations of the Christian message. It‟s 
so inspiring that the Bible Class teenagers want to pass on “the message” and 
that the Juniors want to listen.  
 
Finally, dates for your diaries: 
 
Keith Lyons (Sunday School Superintendent) 
 
 
 

March  08 Communion Sunday - all Departments meet at normal times but not in Church 

   

April 05 Palm Sunday –Family Service 

April 12 Easter Sunday 

April 19 Activity Sunday School 

   

May 03 Cradle Roll Service- Family Service 

May 24 Activity Sunday School 
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Unlocking the Bible (19) 

  

LLooookk  aatt  ii tt  aannootthheerr   wwaayy::   eevveennttss  ffrroomm  aa  ddii ff ffeerreenntt  ppeerrssppeeccttiivvee::    

LLeessssoonnss  ffrroomm  tthhee  bbooookk  11  CChhrroonniicclleess  

In the last issue we summarised the main lessons from 2 Kings, a book which 
concluded the rather limp history of God‟s distinctive people in the period after David 
from Solomon to the captivity. It was a history characterised by disappointingly weak 
leadership after the exiting beginning provided by David. It is, to say the least, lack 
lustre. 

The books of Chronicles repeat that account, but from a different perspective. They 
go back to the beginning with Abraham the founder of the nation and focus 
particularly on the roles of David, Solomon and the kings who followed. But, these 
books present the story in a different way: The two books of Chronicles are 
concerned with history as God sees it, recording events as they represent the 
fulfilling of God‟s purpose.  

1 Chronicles, the first of the two books, is in three sections. 

It begins with genealogies tracing back the origin of the nation, and especially the 
twelve tribes - the “children of Israel” with a special emphasis on the Levites, the tribe 
dedicated to undertake the service of God. So, right from the beginning, it is 
emphasised that any history worth recording is the story of the people of God and the 
fulfilment of His purposes.  

It is into this situation that David is introduced. No mention of the context of his being 
chosen, simply the fact of his being there, the work that he did, and the support that 
he enjoyed. 

What he did do was to defeat the many enemies that threatened the very existence 
of the nation, regained territory and, above all, brought the Ark back to Jerusalem, so 
that God, and the worship of Him, was once again at the heart of national life. His 
aspirations went further than that to wanting to build a permanent house for God – 
the Temple.  

Although forbidden from doing that himself, he is shown as pouring out his energies 
in preparation for, and commitment to, it as a project. Part of that preparation was in 
gathering materials and securing the site, and also in delegating responsibilities and 
ensuring that the functional aspects were in ready place. Thus there are lists of 
priestly and military responsibilities and allocations. That detail is followed by 
involving the people in contributing freely of their goods to accomplish that purpose 
and keeping everything in focus through prayer. 

What does 1 Chronicles tell us? What is our role is in the context of God‟s purpose? 
Could it be that it is praying that “Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.”? It is to 
work within that understanding and seek to achieve its fulfilment in leadership, 
encouragement, and inspiration. It is what we should be about. But it is also about 
incorporating others into that project and keeping everything in divine focus. That is 
precisely where Solomon missed the way, as we shall see in 2 Chronicles.  
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Reflection on the ministry 

 

Joshuaõs words to the children of Israel - Choose ye this day 
whom you will serve ð was the challenge we were left with on 

Sunday 8th  February  in the  mini-series of messages on Light.  

The Light comes from God. God is Light; and in Him is no darkness at all. 

It is the sourc e of life and the illumination of  how to live. It is expressed 

in the g ospel which, reduced to its basic minimum, below which it cannot 

go, is the simple message that there is salvation in Jesus and only in 

Jesus. It is also a radical gospel touching every aspect of our life and way 

of living. It can draw opposition (evil always operates where there is 

darkness and ignorance and so dislike s the light). It teaches a better way 

of living, bringing a higher intelligence, greater wisdom and life -enhancing 

principles that are a testimony to òa more excellent way ó. It is Light that 
is fou nd only in God through His Word  and, through deliberately a dopted  

single-mindedness, illuminates  the pat hway of life in a way that makes a 

difference  to living .   

I t entails a choice, our choice. At the basic level , it is acceptance of that 

Light, an initial trusting in the Saviour ; being ôborn againõ. That experi ence 

brings light into the life and a prospect of better things to come. 

Following that initiative it is a matter of using the light available, letting 

it : influence our understanding, enhance our motives and govern our 

actions. Alternatives abound ; indeed they  are our ôdefaultõ position. We 

are predisposed to adopt common practices that come to us by nature. 

But that is condemned with the warning that òmen loved darkness rather 
than lightó. Choice is a matter of mind and will. òThere is a need for a 
single mindedness in this whole thing of the Christian faith. There is a 
real need to get our minds sorted out. We cannot serve two ð different ð 
masters.ó  

Having made ðand still making - that choice to good effect, it  then 

becomes a privilege  and responsibilit y to be òradiant preachersó or living 

witnesses of that message - as possessors, as users, and as 

demonstrators - for the glory of God and the blessing of others.  

Then, on Sunday 15th  February the importance of choice, not to òtrust in 
manó but to put our  òconfidence in Himó was reemphasised. So, l ike 

Joshuaõs people, we have a choice: either to worship the ôgods of this 

worldõ or deliberately commit ourselves by declaring: òAs for me, and my 
house, we will serve the Lordó.  
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All Nature tells us is that 
nothing really ever dies 

Nothing really ever dies 
That is not born anew  --  
The MIRACLES OF NATURE 
All tell us this is true.... 
The flowers sleeping peacefully 
Beneath the Winter's snow 
Awaken from their icy grave 
When Spring winds start to blow 
And little brooks and singing 
streams, 
Icebound beneath the snow, 
Begin to babble merrily 
Beneath the sun's warm glow... 
And all around on every side 
New life and joy appear 
To tell us NOTHING EVER DIES 
And we should have no fear 
For death is just a detour 
Along life's wending way. 
That leads GOD'S Chosen 
children 

To a bright and glorious day. 

A MOMENT FOR MALAWI  

 
During the cold, slippery weather of February our baskets for 
stationery items have been steadily filling up.  It is always so 
evident how much this work is on the minds of our 
congregation and friends as you bring your contributions 
Sunday by Sunday and how enterprising you are with your 
ideas and donations!  
 
We in the Renovare Group who co-ordinate the appeal can 
only offer our heartfelt thanks for this outpouring of God‟s love 
and goodness shown in this way for the country and  people of 
Malawi.  We are aware that there are many worthy causes and 
demands on our purse strings, but we give thanks for the 
wonderful support we receive on behalf of this effort. 
 
Thank you also to those who have made donations of funds 
for transport and indeed the cartons themselves without which 
the goods collected could not be sent.  The last two containers 
were despatched under our own steam, so to speak rather 
than tapping into The Raven Trust container.  David Geddes 
from the North Church took responsibility to organise two containers for donations 
from Ayr Presbytery and surrounding areas to go to Malawi.  You will recall the 
request for volunteers to transport goods to Dundonald and load the cartons onto the 
containers last autumn.  It was hoped in so doing that some savings could be made, 

but unfortunately between escalating fuel 
costs and poor exchange rates etc the cost 
still worked out at £8 per box.  There were 
however other benefits in that we had much 
more control over the consignment.  As with 
all these things it is always a huge learning 
curve and I am sure many lessons were 
learnt!  We have no word at present when the 
next container will leave for Malawi but we 
would expect it to be in the spring sometime 
and we will keep you posted on this.  In the 
meantime we continue to collect and pack in 
readiness for this.  For the month of MARCH 
we will be collecting CHILDREN‟S 
UNDERWEAR AND T-SHIRTS.  (Vests and 
pants etc should be new but t-shirts can be 
new or nearly new.)  Donations of funds for 
the ongoing transport costs will also be 
gratefully received! 
 
We give thanks for your continued support 
and for the encouragement we receive.  
Please remember our brothers and sisters in 
Phiri Church in particular in your prayers as 
we establish our links with them.  We pray that 
the goods so lovingly sent will bring joy and 
blessing to their hearts and enrich their lives 
even in some simple way.  
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SOS Signal 

Four men who attended the same church were discussing the pastor's sermon on prayer as 

they enjoyed their early morning coffee in the local cafe.   Their discussion turned to the 

times when they believed their personal prayers were the strongest and most effective. 

 

"I'm with the pastor," farmer Jim said.  "I do my best praying when I'm driving my truck 

out to the fields as the sun comes up." 

 

Frank, a hardware salesman, said, "I like to pray at night.  That way I can tell God all 

about the problems of the day and thank him for all the good things that have happened." 

 

Rod, a newspaperman, added his experience.  "The most effective time for me to pray is 

when I'm alone with God in my fishing boat at the lake." 

 

Earl, a telephone lineman, then voiced his opinion. "I know I should pray more in the 

quiet times of my life, but I'll tell you this --  the best, boldest, and most effective 

praying, I have ever done is when I find myself dangling upside down from a telephone 

pole." 

"That's when I seem to be inspired." 

Carersô Conference 
 

CROSSREACH, in partnership with “Carers Scotland”, is planning a conference to 
be held in Dundee on 10th.June,2009 - the aims of which are : 
 
· To provide information, advice and support to unpaid carers, 
· To find out what unpaid carers are saying about their current levels of support, 

and what would make a difference, 
· To bring unpaid carers together for the day so that they are able to share 

experiences with others and feel less isolated. 
 
It is hoped that the conference will be of benefit to those who look after elderly 
parents, friends and neighbours, or who visit others in the community who are 
isolated and struggling to overcome personal problems. 
 
The conference is free of charge and anyone who wishes to find out more about it 
should telephone Maggie Hunt at Charis House, Edinburgh - TEL 0131 657 2000 or 
visit the website www.crossreach.org.uk  . There is a poster in the vestibule of the 
Church. 
 

 

Easter 2009  
 
Our Easter celebrations will start on Sunday 5th. April with a Palm Sunday Family 
Service. 
 

The Holy Week services this year are at Kingcase Church and start at 8 pm each 
night, with Communion being celebrated on the Thursday night.  
 

There will be a Walk of Witness through the town starting at New Life Church at 
11.00am and finishing at Kingcase Church where a light lunch will be available.  
 

We then will have our Easter Morning worship on 12th. April 

http://www.crossreach.org.uk/
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Guild 
 

It is hard to believe that the end of the Guild session is nearly upon us. 
 

We have had an enjoyable year and we give thanks for the speakers both local and from 

further afield, who have given of their time and talents and helped to make our programme as 

varied as possible. 
 

Our membership is the envy of many groups, but new members are always welcome and 

indeed necessary to keep the group functioning. We meet every Thursday at 2.15pm from 

October until the end of March. Just follow the noise and laughter and you will find us! 
 

Here are some dates for your diary. 

 

¶ March 5
th
 Antiques. Mr Robert Watt joins us to chat about ñChina and Porcelainò. 

¶ March 12
th
 Hums & Hummels. Miss Sheila Bond shares her faith through hymns and 

entertaining links to her collection of Hummel Figures 

¶ March 19
th
 AGM 

¶ March 26
th
 ñThe Arkò James Faddes tells us of the work undertaken by this project 

with young people. 

¶ April 2
nd

 7.30pm The Ayrshire Fiddle Orchestra will provide the entertainment at our 

closing social, the proceeds of which go to Christian Aid. 

Tickets priced £3.00 will be on sale from early March 

 

The members of the Guild would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone who has 

supported them throughout this session. 

 

Financial Report 
 

The full Financial Report and Accounts for 2008 will be to hand by mid-March, but 

unfortunately because of the new enlarged format of the report it is impractical to distribute a 

copy with the Newsletter. Accordingly, in the meantime, the following information and 

comments will keep members advised of the more important items arising from the accounts. 
 

A surplus of £1,415 was achieved on the General Account, well down on forecast, mainly as a 

result of a decrease in the total income of £1,518. Whereas income from offerings rose by a 

modest £1,157 (1%) other income from wedding fees, hire of the halls etc., showed a 

reduction of £2,669. 
 

Expenditure was generally well contained apart from heating and lighting where fuel costs 

continued to rise rapidly. The new office facility also incurred necessary setting up costs but 

these could be regarded as more of a óone offô nature. 
 

Fabric outlays on capital items were particularly high with the major expense being on the 

front door/vestibule area of the Church. The latter project has been an outstanding success, 

was completed within budget and was financed entirely from reserves with no extra appeals 

to the congregation. 
 

2008 was, of course our Centenary year and despite the many calls on the congregation all 

events were well supported and an excellent fund of almost £20,000 has been built up for 

eventual disbursement to the various stated charities. 
 

As we move into tougher economic times the current year will no doubt present difficult 

challenges. The budget for 2009 will be finalised for approval at the March Congregational 

Board meeting after which we can make a more complete assessment of our requirements for 

the year ahead. 
 

W. Jackson     Treasurer 
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St Nicholas Outreach 
 
Under New Management! 
 
We are delighted that Bryce Wilson has taken over as chairman 
of the Outreach Committee, and wish him every success. 
 
Our warm thanks are due to Ann Cumberland for all her hard 
work as secretary over the past 12 years. 
  

Below are the dates when the Blythswood Care collections will 
take place in Ayr and Troon. 
 

Please see notices in the corridor for other details. 
  

 

Wednesday Services at the Biggart Hospital in March 
A service takes place in the Biggart Hospital each Wednesday for the benefit of the 
patients. 
 
Members of St Nicholas congregation are asked to support the Wednesday services 
taking place each week during the month of March. 
 
Assistance is required to help patients to and from the service, hand out hymn 
sheets, and to exercise their singing voices. The service starts at 2.00pm, and 
usually lasts 20 minutes. 
 
If you can spare an hour to help in this worthwhile work, please meet in the lounge 
(to the left of reception) at 1.30pm on any Wednesday during March. 
 

 World Day of Prayer 
The World Day of Prayer Scottish Committee and Christian women of Papua New 
Guinea, invite you to share in prayer and worship with people from all over the world. 
 
Discover the warm welcome which awaits you at your local service at 3.00pm on 
Friday 6th March at Monkton & Prestwick North Parish Church.  

Congregational Board Meeting 
A Congregational  Board Meeting will be held on Monday 9th March 2009 at 7.30pm. 

Annual General Meeting 
The Annual General Meeting of the Congregation will be held on Sunday 15th March 
2009 within the Church following morning worship. 
  
Organisations reports to be handed into the office or e-mailed to the office by the first 
week in March. 
 

 Mar April May June 
AYR - Racecourse car park from 9.00am to 9.30am 11 15 13 10 
     
TROON ï Morrisonôs from 10.00am to 10.30pm  11 15 13 10 
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Parish Register 

 
Baptisms 
February Millie Jacqueline McKellar, daughter of Mr. & Mrs. E. 

McKellar, 73, Midton Road, Prestwick. 
Weddings 
January Kirsty Lockheart, 6, Meiklewood Ave., Prestwick to 

Steven George, 6, Meiklewood Ave., Prestwick 
 
Funerals 
January  Christopher Devlin, Monktonhill Road, Troon 
   Michael Power, 1, Bellevue Crescent, Prestwick 
 
February  Margaret Clarkson, Queens Nursing Home, Prestwick 
   Helen Allan, 23, Underwood Road, Prestwick 
   Margaret Pettigrew, 6, Manse Road, Coylton 
 
Correction 
The middle names of the twins James and Harry Morton were mixed up in February‟s 
Newsletter. The correct names are James Thomas Morton and Harry Kerr Morton. 

 
 

Church Office 
The Church office is now operating from the Crawford Room, and the opening hours 
are 10.00am to 12.00noon Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, and Saturday. The 
telephone number is 01292 671547 and the e-mail address 
office@stnicholasprestwick.org.uk. 

 

Newsletter Articles 
Please be advised that any articles for the church newsletter should be submitted by 
e-mail, whenever possible. Please forward articles for the 
newsletter to the following addresses; 
 
newsletter@stnicholasprestwick.org.uk 

 
All articles must be submitted by the 20th of the month, 
 
 

Intimations 
If you are interested in having an intimation added to the weekly Order of Service, 
please send the details by e-mail to office@stnicholasprestwick.org.uk or contact the 
Church office. 
 
All intimations should be submitted at the latest by the Friday prior to the Sunday you 
require the intimation to be announced.   
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A Totally New and Diverse approach to homecare 
 

HRM Homecare Services offer „at home‟ specially tailored care programs for Older 
People, Children and Families and Adults with Disabilities. We have been providing 
support services in partnership with social services in Ayrshire for 14 years. Our 
support workers are carefully recruited, requiring references and an Enhanced 
Disclosure. HRM Homecare is inspected and regulated by the Care Commission, 
and the Scottish Social Services Council. For a free consultation and advisory 
service, please telephone 01292 476778.  The services provided include; 
 

¶ Personal Care & Bathing 

¶ Household cleaning 

¶ Assistance with meals & medication 

¶ Overnight care & respite services     

¶ Dementia Care   

¶ Shopping services/pension and 
prescription collection 

¶ Escort services to hospital 
appointments  

¶ Palliative Care 
 

info@hrmhomecare.co.uk              www.hrmhomecare.co.uk     

 
 
 

 
Your Local Electrician  

 

* Prestwick * Troon * Ayr * 
 

Len Brady 
Approved Electrician 

 
 
 
 
 

 
01292 478045 

 
32 Berelands Road 
Prestwick KA9 1JY 

  

Marilynõs  

Cleaning Services 
 

We offer weekly cleaning of homes, 
and also one off cleans. 

 
We also provide end of tenancy 

and house move cleans. 
 

References can be supplied 
 

Please contact Marilyn Larmour 
 

Tel No: 01294 541035 
 

Mobile No: 07867 953 400  

 
 

 

 

  

All Jobbing Electrical Work 

Free Estimates 

Competitive Rates 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 

 
  Training Team of the year 2008 
  Care at Home Provider of the Year 2008 
  Entrepreneur of the Year 2008 
  Business Diversity Recruitment Award 2008 
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Help Prevent accidents in the home. 
Have your electrical installations checked. 

All types of electrical work carried out. 
 

For all those odd jobs about the house that need doing give me a ring. 

Jim McLoughlin TROON 315 927 
 

MOBILE 07803590552 

ELECTRICIAN 

 
 

 

 

 

Open Now 

Fitness 
 for 

Women 
Advertisements 
 

If you wish to advertise your company or organisation through the newsletter, 
please contact the Church office on 01292 671547 or e-mail 
office@stnicholasprestwick.org.uk for further information. 
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Church Office telephone: 01292 671547 
 e-mail: office@stnicholasprestwick.org.uk 
 website: www.stnicholasprestwick.org.uk 

 
 
Church of Scotland No: 100589     Reg. Charity No: SC011750 

 
 

MINISTER  Rev. George Fiddes 
The Manse,  
Bellevue Road 

 
477613 

SESSION CLERK  Margaret McIntosh 6 The Riggs 470161 

ASSISTANTS TO SESSION 
CLERK  

Pam Ellis 
Kerr  Morton 

18 Ayr Road 
65 Ayr  Road 

470321 
470894  

KIRK TREASURER  Bill Jackson 90 Stobhill Crescent, Ayr 280410 

GIFT AID SCHEME  Stanley Smart 33 Fullarton Road  478792 

FREEWILL OFFERING  William Ritchie 32 Overdale Crescent  479651  

ROLL KEEPER David Bowman 4 Highfield Avenue  474067  

CLERK TO THE 
CONGREGATIONAL BOARD  

Rosina Purdom 8 Capper View  470152 

FABRIC CONVENER  Alan McGregor 43 St. Andrew‟s Avenue  479549 

PRESBYTERY ELDER  
Elizabeth Lyons 
 

4 Craigneil Drive  476607 

ORGANIST Isobel McIlwraith 58 Doonfoot Road, Ayr  441966  

CRADLE ROLL SECRETARY Karen Provan 61 Ayr Road  471969 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
SUPERINTENDENT  

Keith Lyons 4 Craigneil Drive  476607 

HALL KEEPER  John Grant 36 Templeton Crescent 471615 

ORGANISERS OF „L1FE & 
WORK‟ DISTRIBUTION 

Ken & Helen Johnston. 
Jennifer Clow 

 
2 Ryelands 
13 Castlehill Road, Ayr 

 
471980 
265646 

EDITOR OF ST. NICHOLAS 
NEWSLETTER 

Ella Young 7 Weston Place  479609  


