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Jesus Christ the same yesterday and today and forever 



Dear Friends, 
 
Let me start by saying congratulations and well done on what has been a very 
successful if tiring year. The planning for the Centenary Celebrations began 
some considerable time ago with the thought that it was all a long way away, 
but we had better get on and prepare, and prepare we did. A steering 
committee was set up, consisting of a good mix of individuals bringing good 
variety of experience and new ideas, all under the chairmanship of Frank 
Pirie. Plans were made and a programme of events organised, and over the 
year there has been a great deal of activity and enjoyment as people have 
come together to celebrate a momentous anniversary. The purpose of the 
year was celebration and any residual funds at the end of the year would be 
used for others, and so it was decided before the year began that 70% would 
go to our partnership with Phiri Church in Malawi, 15% to a local Charity Clic 
Sargent, and 15% to Blythswood who we have supported for a number of 
years. 
I would like to take this opportunity to express thanks to all who have made 
the year so successful; the organising committee and all who took 
responsibility for the various events and put in so much hard work and effort, 
from those who organised Concerts, Summer Fayre, Pageant or Art Exhibition 
to those willing volunteers who made innumerable cups of tea to lubricate the 
proceedings. Thank you so much. Thanks also to all those who supported the 
host of events that took place over the year, not everyone made it to all the 
events but the support from the congregation has been tremendous and I 
would thank you all, for making this year such a success. 
All this and Christmas is still to come. There is a real need to focus on what is 
coming, and coming very rapidly. By the time you read this we will have 
Christmas Cards and there will be some Christmas trees up already and most 
of us will have bought some presents and starting writing or sending our own 
cards. This time of the year is all about preparation and the anticipation that is 
Christmas, and for many the anticipation is better than the event itself, but 
then it is all about what you expect and what you want from Christmas. I was 
having a discussion with someone recently about the idea that Jesus is there 
and able to meet our every need, and I think I knew what they were saying 
that Jesus is able to satisfy the hunger of the soul and bring healing and 
restoration in all sorts of ways. That idea can be a replacement for who Jesus 
really is – He is The Son of God, Emmanuel, God with us, and is to be 
worshipped and adored for who He is, Almighty God, not as someone who is 
there just to meet our needs – the Christian faith is more demanding than that. 
Christmas is more demanding than just the jollity and gifts and parties, it is the 
celebration of the time when God came to meet with us and to show us who 
He really is, in all His power and glory – yes let‟s have a party, but remember 
to invite Jesus 
 
Your servant in Christ, 

 



Office Bearers on Duty 
 

December:  A. Wilson, R. McMeechan, J Macphail, J. Orr 
Counting Duty: R. Taylor 
 

January:  S. Rogerson, E.Watson, R.Graham, A.McGinn 
Counting Duty: C. Risk 

 
February:  F. Pirie, S. Jennings, J. Pirie, E. Lyons 

Counting Duty: A. Bennett 

Beadle Rota 
 

December January  February 
        

7th A.McGregor 4
th
 J. Hope   1

st
 H.Gorman 

        

14th H.Gorman 11
th
 A. Wason   8

th
 E Provan 

        

21st E.Provan 18
th
 D. Gulland   15

th
 R.Smillie 

        

28th R.Smillie 25
th
 A. McGregor   22

nd
 J.Hope 

        

        
        

Car Pool Rota 
 
December  January  February 

           

7
th
 Mr K McDonald             477811  4

th
 Mr K McDonald  479083  1

st
 Mrs J Smith  476229 

 Mr A Henderson           479083   Mr A Henderson 477811   Mr A Horsburgh 478754 
           

14
th
 Mr W Leslie 470812  11

th
 Mr W Leslie  470812  8

th
 Mr J Anderson  470936 

 Mrs B Bickerton 475287   Mr D Gulland  478317   Mr K McDonald 479083 
           

21
st
 Mr D Gulland 478317  18

th
 Mrs B Bickerton  475287  15

th
 Mr A Henderson 477811 

 Mr J Telfer 478090   Mr J Telfer  478090   Mr W Leslie  470812 
           

28th Mr R Ellis 470321  25
th
 Mr E Provan  476594  22

nd
 Mr D Gulland  478317 

 Mrs J Smith 476229   Mr R Ellis 470321   Mrs B Bickerton  475287 
           
           
           
           

 

 

For further information contact E. Provan 476594 

 
 

 Those requiring help in visiting local hospitals can 
contact Mr A. Johnston, on 477172, or Miss M. 
McIntosh, on 470161, who will make the necessary 
arrangements 

 

HOSPITAL  

  TRANSPORT  



Recording of Sunday Services and Newsletter 
 

 
December January  February 

        
7

th
 H. Gorman 4

th
 A. Wason   1

st
 R. Smillie 

        
14

th
 I. Moffat 11

th
 H. Gorman   8

th
 I. Moffat 

        
21

st
 I. Moffat 18

th
 H. Gorman   15

th
 I. Moffat 

        
26

th
 A. Wason 25

th
 R. Smillie   22

nd
 H. Gorman 

        
        

 
The Newsletter is recorded by Mrs E. Gulland and Mrs M. Robertson. 
 
The Sunday services are now recorded on CD‟s, which are non-returnable. 
 
Anyone who wishes can benefit from this service. For example: 

1. If you are housebound. 
2. If you are ill. 
3. If you are on holiday. 
4. If you were at church and wish to listen to the service again. 

 
This service is free and if you don‟t have a CD player you can also play CD‟s on a 
DVD player 
 
If anyone would like a copy of the Sunday Services, or if you know of someone who 
would benefit from this service, please contact any elder or one of the recording 
team. 
 
R. Smillie 01292 476463 

 
 

 

The Christmas Story 

Christmas is for children 
 
And for adults too, 
 
It makes the „old, old story‟  
 
Seem once again so new. 
 
That holy birth, so long ago 
 
Reminds us still today, 
 
God‟s Son was born to show us all 
 
The truth, the light, the way 



St Nicholas Sunday School 
 
Hello again, 
 
Well were you one of the lucky ones who enjoyed “The Italian 
Lunch” last month? I‟m not just talking about the food – choice of 3 
courses served by our “young ones” so expertly and enthusiastically, but the 
fellowship that was evident in all who took part. 
 
Thanks to Janet Graham; Laura Bridge; Alec Milne and Chris Forbes who obviously 
took great pleasure in assisting our young folk in organizing yet another successful 
event!  And to our two chefs…. Fiona and Robin McMeechan who cooked pasta 
delizioso for about 100 people.  Each and every one of them played their part to 
perfection and it is to their credit that the young folk turned out in such numbers.  
They can be proud in the knowledge that they helped celebrate our Church‟s 
centenary year with such enthusiasm and style.   
 
The Beginners and Juniors are busy practicing for the Christmas Nativity. And by the 
time you read this we will have paid our annual visit to the Queen‟s nursing home to 
sing our Christmas songs to the elderly ladies and gentlemen who reside there. That 
visit is always a very emotional moment for us all, both residents and participants!  
 
As you are all aware we are celebrating our centenary and for the first time in 100yrs 
the Creche is having its own wee Christmas party. If you are 3 yrs or younger then 
please contact Lisa White or have your Mums put your name on the list in the Crèche 
Room. (It takes place on 14 December during Church time). 
 
Christmas is all about giving and last year we received an anonymous donation for 
our Sunday school funds. Well, we have spent it all (and a little bit more). We have a 
40” TV screen installed in the stage room for the use of the Sunday School & Bible 
Class and a few weeks ago we bought some multi coloured tables and chairs for the 
Beginners. 
 
As we enter the season of “giving” our Christmas also can be  a meaningless jumble 
of commercialism.   And yet, if we join up what we are doing and why we are doing it 
then the chaos is replaced by the simple truth that God gave us his only son so that 
we could be saved from our sins. 
 
Another element of our Christmas season is the postal service will run from 8th to 17th 
December incl. Cost is 15p per card. So if you feel like a wee wander around 
Prestwick or wish to while away a few hours in the “sorting office” then please feel 
free to join in. It doesn‟t matter if you haven‟t put your name down on one of the lists 
or even if you have never done this sort of thing before – if you want to help then 
please come along - Pam Ellis will make you most welcome! Pam‟s plan is to sort 
and receive cards from 1000hrs to1300hrs every day.  
 
Remember last Christmas when, thanks to your generosity we provided Christmas 
gifts to the homeless children of South Ayrshire Families. We propose to repeat that 
success this year. It‟s very simple – spend £5 on a gift; wrap it; mark on it 
boy/girl/age (ages range from 5yrs to 12 yr old teenagers) and hand it to any of the 
Sunday school teachers. ( if  wish to participate please only provide a gift as money 
complicates things! 
 



Just reading the preceding paragraphs makes me realise how much effort and work 
is ahead of all us. And how easy it is to become entangled in the rush rush that often 
leads up to Christmas.  
 
We in the Sunday School are not impervious to the build up of things -to-be-done-
before Christmas but despite all the pressures it is so important teach our children 
the true message of Christmas and that the greatest gift of all came from God ….his 
Son.   
 
Well, all that remains, apart from dates for your diary, is on behalf of the Sunday 
School teachers and helpers, is to wish you a Happy Christmas and a Good New 
Year. 
 
Keith Lyons (Superintendent) 

 
Dates for your Diary 

December 20 Beginner's and Primary Party (4-6pm)  

December 21 Sunday School- Nativity  

December 28 Holiday 

   

January 04 Holiday 

January 11 Sunday School Restarts 

 
 
 
Disbursement of Funds 
 
During the year the retiring collection at the three Communions realosed the sum of 
£1,433.77 and the following disbursements were made as previously agreed:- 
 

Rainbow Guides   £100 

Brownies   £150 

Scouts   £100 

Cubs   £100 

Beavers   £100 

W. of Scotland Bible Society   £100 

Scottish Bible Society   £100 

Ayrshire Hospice   £200 

Barnardo‟s   £200 

 £1150 

Balance – Centenary Fund   £283.77 

 £1433.77 

 
For 2009 the Kirk Session has approved the same list as above with one addition (£100 to 
Servicemen‟s Association) giving a total of £1250. Any offerings in excess of this figure 
will go to Cumnor Hall. 
 
The Harvest Thanksgiving envelopes realised a total of £826.70 and this sum has been 
remitted to Tear Fund. 
 
The Remembrance Sunday retiring collection amounted to £379.60 and will go to the Earl 
Haig Fund. 

 



A Tanzanian Adventure ï Part 4 
 
As many of you know, I spent the majority of July in Tanzania along with 16 friends from 
Peterhead/Fraserburgh. A lot of you have asked about the trip since I got back and I‟ve 
struggled to give you any sort of meaningful response because there‟s so much to say 
and no real way to say it. I thought that I might try explaining it through written word 
instead and this is the final part of my Tanzanian Adventure. 
Laura Bridge 

 
Day 17:  
We had a sports day for the kids this afternoon, which was brilliant fun. I didn‟t have the 
energy to join in, but sat on the sidelines with Osmundi & Devis, these two really shy brothers 
with horrendous facial scarring from a fire. It‟s funny because, despite that, they are seriously 
the most adorable, cute little kids. They may be shy, but their bright little personalities don‟t 
half shine through!  
Sports day had them running races individually & with a partner, then throwing themselves 
over our make-shift high jump. The height that some of these kids, with missing arms or legs, 
can launch themselves over that pole is astounding! They are completely fearless & they 
never ever give up.  
We took them for their first shot on the trampoline after that &it was so much fun to see. They 
were completely overjoyed to stand in a huge long queue for a 60 second bounce on the 
trampoline. It says a lot about gratitude & appreciation because I‟m not convinced our kids at 
home would have been patient for quite so long.  
Even the kids in wheelchairs who were stuck on the sides just watching were absolutely 
delighted with themselves. It was a real blessing to see.  
 
And Maria finally came back!!!!!  
 
I had to leave after a while because the shaking started for the 4th time that day & was pretty 
bad. I tried to go to bed but never made it because my legs completely caved in. Mama Kindi 
ran off to get help & all I remember is hearing people shouting & Susanna & Fiona helping me 
to bed. I was lying there, vaguely aware of different people coming in & out, until Joy came & 
made me lie down in the air-conditioning of their house.  
 
They decided I needed to go to hospital to get checked out. I HATE hospitals & was 
desperate not to go, but I understand why they made me. The hospital was clearly one of the 
better ones in the city, with Joy commenting that I would have to go there “because I‟m white,”  
and I can now see why. Not only did the staff all speak English, but we had to pay for 
everything, step by step through the process, and though it was very cheap compared to 
prices elsewhere, I don‟t imagine many Tanzanians could afford to pay.  
 
They ended up taking blood samples & testing for malaria, which was clear, but they 
discovered that my blood sugar levels were stupidly low. The doctor basically said I just had 
to keep eating, whether I could keep it down or not, and sent us off on the hunt for some anti-
nausea pills. He couldn‟t explain the shaking or tingling though & told me to come back the 
next day so they could do an ECG on my heart. More hospitals .great!  
 
Day 19:  
Saturday was a pretty lazy, touristy kind of day for the team; a last chance to properly chill out 
before heading home. We headed to Slipway & spent most of the day there just chilling out in 
our own small groups, shopping on the stalls, drinking smoothies, eating ice-cream & sitting 
down for dinner. It was nice just to hang out & pick up some souvenirs, but I was glad when 
the time came to head back to the compound.  
 
We were back early enough in the evening to spend time with the kids & go to what I can only 
call “Sunday School” on a Saturday. Major Nsimba was reading from the Bible & speaking & 
even though he was being translated I couldn‟t pick up much of what was going on, but the 
kids did some singing & that is always a delight to hear.  
 
 



Day 20:  
Breakfast at 9am before a 10:30am meeting. Some of the kids from the school were there so 
the place was absolutely packed. I ended up squashed in between Lucy in the pew & 
Liteness in her wheelchair, with Racho on my knee. I felt like a real African woman holding 
her every time we stood & dancing with her balanced on my hip! She is light as a feather for a 
child of 3; completely adorable & continually making my heart melt.  
 
I love the freedom of a Tanzanian meeting: the way that you can leave if you need to, grab 
some fresh air if you want, and completely pour everything out to God when you stay. The 
doors are flung wide open during the service, partly because of the heat, partly so the kids 
outside can see, & I love that it‟s such a contrast to our closed-in-private-party of a church we 
tend to have over here. It‟s open & inviting, the way church surely should be!  
 
We didn‟t really do much all day after that, but spent most of it playing with the kids.  
 
I have grown completely attached to Racho & Onay & love my little nursing kids who keep 
coming to visit me. I  was sat outside my hut with them for part of the afternoon, while they 
doodled in my diary, attempted to teach me games & played with my hair. It‟s sore having 
them tug and tie it so tightly, but it‟s sweet too. The texture of our hair is so unknown to them 
& they‟re fascinated. And they just want to be your friend & look after you!  
 
Day 21: 
Our final day in Tanzania. Today was a happy & a sad day all rolled into one.  
 
We attended the school assembly this morning, presenting them with a cheque for £8000 
(part of which came from In:spire‟s sponsored famine) to cover the cost of new desks for the 
whole school. The children sang for us, the head-teacher spoke & the team had pictures 
taken with the pupils & the staff.  
 
The first batch of desks arrived this afternoon – the people who made them stopping their 
jobs to have 10 ready before we left – and it was so nice to see how pleased the head-
teacher & the kids all were. The desks & chairs are each hand-carved with metal legs that can 
be adjusted according to height so that the children in wheelchairs can fit in them comfortably. 
Great stuff!  
 
We spent the rest of the day playing with the children as much as we possibly could. Sara 
finally returned to the school & I was so happy to see her! She was my little star last year & 
she remembered me & showered me with hugs. We had all the kids (and some of the staff) 
on the trampoline in the afternoon & it was a real delight to see them all so happy.  
 
It got sad as evening approached though, with everyone gathering in Joy & Linda‟s house for 
a final thank you & farewell. They gave each of us thank you cards with a picture of some of 
the kids, which was really sweet, and took time to pray for the team.  
 
We ate dinner after that & then it was time to say goodbye to the kids – always the hardest 
part. We only spent a week with them this time & yet they still grow attached to us & us to 
them. It is heartbreaking to hug them all with tears in their eyes as we say goodbye, yet it is 
incredible too. It amazes me to think that we could each touch each other‟s lives so deeply in 
such a short space of time & the tears, to me, only go to show what we‟ve achieved.  
 
We came to Tanzania to share Christ‟s loves & make a difference in these children‟s lives & 
I‟d like to think we did that. What astounds me more, though, is how much of a difference 
these children can make to us. They are beautiful, joyful souls despite their disabilities & their 
perseverance & strength is a true inspiration. The concern, kindness & love they share with 
each of us is a real blessing & that school is a very aptly named place. It really is a school of 
hope.  
 

Laura Bridge



St Nicholas Centenary Hymn 

 
„We Come this Day to Worship You‟ 
 
(Words by Douglas Gulland, music by Isobel McIlwraith) 
 
We hope you have enjoyed listening to and singing our new Centenary Hymn „We 
Come this Day to Worship You‟ in the last few weeks.  We have been delighted to 
hear from so many people who have said that the words and music seem to capture 
just the right thoughts and feelings about worshipping in St Nicholas in this centenary 
year.  We are both immensely pleased (and not a little moved) that the hymn will be 
used at our Centenary Service on 7th December. 
 
But where did the hymn come from?  Or perhaps, how did the words and music 
come to be written? 
 
It‟s difficult to say just how or when the idea of writing a hymn for the Centenary 
arose: certainly the first verse more or less emerged from nowhere!  Perhaps you 
could say it might have been inspired – but the inspiration required some minor 
editing by Margaret McIntosh, who had an early sight of the hymn.  Margaret also 
helped with some advice on the music. 
 
The ideas in verses 2 – 4 (the people, the building, the windows) are really quite 
simple.  And anyone looking around our congregation and sanctuary can readily 
identify with the faith of the people, the solidity and grandeur of the architecture and 
the beauty and significance of the windows.  The new vestibule provided just the right 
idea for the last verse  – „Your church presents an open door‟.  This led to an image 
of God‟s Word being introduced into the church at the beginning of the service and its 
centrality in our faith. 
 
But fundamentally, the hymn is about the worship of God. 
 
So although the words came before the music, the idea of composing a piece of 
music for the Centenary had been in Isobel‟s mind anyway.  On reading the words of 
„We Come this Day to Worship You‟, the musical inspiration came! 
 
The melody is simple in style and shows some influence of Scottish folk music.  The 
traditional harmonic setting for organ, choir and congregation reflects both the 
splendour of our building and the certainty and confidence with which we seek to 
praise and worship God. 
 
„From a Spark to a Flame‟ (the audio/visual presentation in March this year) 
demonstrated that the people of St Nicholas have been worshipping God in this 
building for a hundred years.  We are the inheritors of their faith and the custodians 
of God‟s house. 
 
„We Come this Day to Worship You‟ recognises our gratitude to those who have 
preceded us here in St Nicholas, but most of all it acknowledges God‟s love for them 
- and for us. 
 
 
Douglas Gulland & Isobel McIlwraith 



Godôs Bouquet 
 

You must bloom where you are planted 
In the garden we call life, 

And bring some special beauty to 
Each corner where there‟s strife. 

 
Perhaps you‟re but a dandelion 

Wishing you were a rose, 
Yet in this place of growing things, 

You‟re the one God chose. 
 

It‟s up to you to finish what 
The good Lord has begun, 

By growing just the way you should 
And face the rising sun. 

 
There‟s room for you, if you but choose, 

In a glorious array 
Ofbeauty from God‟s garden, that 

He‟ll add to his bouquet 
 
 
 

 
Thank You 
 
On behalf of my family I would like to thank members and friends of St. Nicholas 
Church for their great support shown to us on the passing of Mum. 
Grateful thanks also to Mr Fiddes for his uplifiting service and to Miss McIlwraith for 
her appropriate choice of organ music. 
Thank you to everyone who sent flowers, cards and the numerous phone calls 
received.   
We appreciate this very much. 
 
Eileen Holt & Family 

 
 
 

Noticeboards 
  
Now that the Office is up and running, we hope in the New Year to rationalise the use of the 
notice - boards, so that more effective use might be made of them.  If you wish your 
organisation to have a designated notice - board in the corridor, ante - rooms or in either of 
the halls, please put your request in to the Office by 15th. January. 
  
Organisation………………………………............ 
  
Venue………………………………........................................... 
  
Space requested (i.e . number of boards).……………………………….........................   
 
Every effort will be made to meet your request - but no promises! 



Unlocking the Bible (17) 

  

HHiiddddeenn  DDaannggeerrss::   LLeessssoonnss  ffrroomm  11  KKiinnggss    
We come now to the first of two Books of Kings. Along with the two Books of 

Chronicles these record the progress of Israel, now established as a nation in their 

own land under formal government. It should have been a golden era: alas it did not 

turn out that way.  

In the previous book, 2 Samuel, David had emerged as ñthe man after Godôs own 

heart,ò redeeming the situation after they had requested a ñking to be like all nations.ò 

He had great aspirations to see God at the centre and being given a suitable dwelling 

place - the Temple. He was not allowed to do so but to pass that task on to his son. 

It was Solomonôs privilege and responsibility to bring that dream to reality. The early 

part of 1 Kings records his endeavours to this end: gathering the materials, 

commissioning the craftsmen, and completing thee task of building the Temple ï a 

magnificent building worthy of God. It was appropriately dedicated with great 

ceremony and grandeur. It was the pursuit of anotherôs vision: he had fulfilled his 

fatherôs wishes.  

This exercise of his gifts and abilities, and the goodwill associated with the venture, 

however, became a snare to Solomon. Using the same processes (tax and voluntary 

labour) he went on to build his own palace, extend his own kingdom and to amass 

even more of his own wealth. He, rather than God, became the focal point.  

At the ostentatious dedication of the Temple earlier God had warned about such 

neglect. That warning was not heeded. Little wonder, then, that on Solomonôs death 

there was a revolt. The Kingdom was divided into Israel and Judah, idol worship 

became common and, by default, Ahab and his infamous wife, Jezebel, championed 

of Baal worship. God was ruled out. 

It is against such a background that the second major character of this book emerges. 

Elijah, the prophet of God, challenges Ahab on Mt Carmel and wins. Through that 

victory God is vindicated and the faithful are again given their place. A corrective has 

been applied. God restores the testimony. 

What can we learn from this collection of stories and record of events? Three 

principles suggest themselves. Firstly, any servant of God ï however gifted with 

natural attributes ï is only ósafeô when fulfilling the declared purposes of God, 

following in the revealed tradition and aspirations of those who have faithfully given 

themselves to seeing ñThy will be done on earth.ò Without that, self becomes the 

central motive; leading inevitably to decline and disaster. Secondly, in such a situation 

the default position is idol worship. Tangible achievements are in danger of becoming 

self-sufficient objects of worship. Even in Jesusô time the Temple was preferred to the 

Incarnate Christ. We may well ponder whether the institutional church is focused on 

our likes or does it reflect the purposes of God? But, thirdly, God is not dormant for in 

such times He raises His óagent provocateurô to speak His Word and to challenge His 

people as to where they stand and whom do they really serve. We do well to heed 

such a call.  

 



Reflection on the ministry 

 

 

My Word shall .. accomplish what I purposeò (Isaiah 55:11)  

In this last Reflection on the Ministry in this Centenary Year it is not 
inappropriate to be reflecting back on what that ministry has achieved. In 
among all the wide range of activities, the consistent emphasis has been on 
what God wants and how He wants to achieve that. It is not unsimilar to the 
events in the Books of Samuel and Kings. 

Throughout this year the ministry theme has been: the Call of God, our 
Response to that invitation and an appreciation of the Consequences and 
implications of that commission.  

Joshua was called as God‟s warrior, commissioned to carry out God‟s will in 
God‟s way. Based on his earlier commitment through his apprenticeship 
under Moses, it took great courage and confidence in his God to take up that 
challenge and to see God win. He saw Jericho – a major obstacle to the 
progress of God‟s purpose - reduced to rubble. Praise, prayer and faith 
ensured that victory.  

Eventually, the whole land was conquered and, under David and Solomon, 
the Temple was built. Outwardly, there was much to indicate achievement and 
success. But the reality was different. Jeremiah warned that “My people have 
committed two sins: they have forsaken Me and have hewn out broken 
cisterns that hold no water.” The grandeur of Solomon‟s ostentatious 
performances and buildings stood in great contrast to the waywardness of the 
people. It was into this situation of superficial success and attention given to 
wrong priorities that Jeremiah was called of God to minister and to call the 
people back to “the old paths”. He was equipped of God and was 
commissioned – was „homed in on‟ - to carry out this specific task: calling the 
people back to true worship, to prayer, praise and faith. Distasteful as that 
task might have been he was helped by God to carry it out and in doing so his 
ministry was like that of Elijah before him in challenging the people‟s priorities: 
were they to worship Baal or God?  

At the end of this centenary year let us respond, like Joshua and Jeremiah,- 
even challenge, like Elijah -  and dedicate ourselves to the see “what I (God) 
purpose” being accomplished here in St Nicholas.  

 
 
 
Attitudes 

A KIND ANSWER 
SOOTHES ANGRY FEELINGS, 
BUT HARSH WORDS STIR THEM UP. 

 
                                           Proverbs 15: 1 



Puzzles2Do 

Find the Words 
 

 
Joseph 

Mary 

Bethlehem 

baby 

born 

wrapped 

clothes 

manger 

room 

inn 

shepherds 

watch 

flocks 

angel 

appeared 

afraid 

sign 

glory 

peace 

earth 

 

Help the Shepherds find Jesus 



Puzzles2Do 

A Christmas Spiral Puzzle 

 
 

 



Notice Board 

Congregational Board Meeting 
Congregational Board Meeting will be held on Monday 15th December 2008 at 
7.30pm. 

Clerk to the Board  

Rosina Purdom 
 

Christmas Services 
14th. December    6.30 pm Choral Service 
21st. December  11.00 am Nativity Service 
24th. December  11.30 pm Watchnight Service 
25th. December  11.00 am  Christmas Morning Family Service 
 

Newsletter Distribution 
Thank you to all who have assisted in the preparation and delivery of the newsletter. 
Your help is greatly appreciated. 
One more person is needed to deliver the newsletters. If you can help, please phone 
Helen on 01292 471980 
 
Thank You 
Kenneth & Helen Johnston 
 

St Nicholas Outreach 
Once again in the December Newsletter, we would like to record our very sincere 
thanks to all who contributed to the annual Christmas Shoe- box Appeal.  This was 
our only specific effort for Blythswood Care this year, though moneys have been 
allocated from “Coffee after Church” and will, of course be distributed from the 
Centenary Fund.  In view of all that has been asked of the congregation this year, we 
were absolutely delighted with the response, which has allowed us to send 171 
boxes to Blythswood - a slightly lower total than in the past, but most encouraging 
nonetheless.  In addition to the boxes we are in a position to donate approximately 
£500 to cover transportation costs, with the surplus going to their general fund.  
Thank you also for your generous, ongoing support through the Humber Van.   
It is all so much appreciated. 
 
 

Centenary Celebrations 

From a Spark to a Flame DVD 
A recording of the Audio/Visual Drama event that successfully took place in the 
Church earlier this year is available to purchase on DVD. It contains full details of the 
programme, production team, cast, and acknowledgements can be obtained from the 
Church Office at the attractive price of £5.00. 

Enquiries for Centenary Memorabilia 
Please contact the Church office for details regarding cost, availability, and to order 
any items.  



Parish Register 
 
Weddings 
  
October Collette Kershaw, 12, Obree Avenue, Prestwick & Alistair Kerr, 

81, Briarhill Road, Prestwick 
 
Funerals 
 
October Helen Hunter, Shalimar Nursing Home, Preswick 
 Hazel Pinniger, 13, Cunningham Road, Prestwick 
 
November George Fegan, Queens Nursing Home, Prestwick 
 Alex Gibson, 3, Carnel Terrace, Prestwick 
 Annie Taylor, 16, Cornhill, Ayr 
 Elizabeth Muir, 1, Leslie Terrace, Prestwick 
 

 
 

Church Office 
The Church office is now operating from the Crawford Room, and the opening 
hours are 10.00am to 12.00noon Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, and 
Saturday. The telephone number is 01292 671547 and the e-mail address 
office@stnicholasprestwick.org.uk. 
 

Newsletter Articles 
Please be advised that any articles for the church newsletter should be 
submitted by e-mail, whenever possible. Please forward 
articles for the newsletter to the following addresses; 
 
newsletter@stnicholasprestwick.org.uk 

 
All articles must be submitted by the 20th of the month, 
 

Intimations 
If you are interested in having an intimation added to the weekly Order of 
Service, please send the details by e-mail to 
office@stnicholasprestwick.org.uk or contact the Church office. 
 
All intimations should be submitted at the latest by the Friday prior to the 
Sunday you require the intimation to be announced.   
 

 
 
 
 
 



Advertisements 
 
 

 
 

A Totally New and Diverse approach to homecare 
 

HRM Homecare Services offer „at home‟ specially tailored care programs for Older 
People, Children and Families and Adults with Disabilities. We have been providing 
support services in partnership with social services in Ayrshire for 14 years. Our 
support workers are carefully recruited, requiring references and an Enhanced 
Disclosure. HRM Homecare is inspected and regulated by the Care Commission, 
and the Scottish Social Services Council. For a free consultation and advisory 
service, please telephone 01292 476778.  The services provided include; 
 

¶ Personal Care & Bathing 

¶ Household cleaning 

¶ Assistance with meals & medication 

¶ Overnight care & respite services     

¶ Dementia Care   

¶ Shopping services/pension and 
prescription collection 

¶ Escort services to hospital 
appointments  

¶ Palliative Care 
 

info@hrmhomecare.co.uk              www.hrmhomecare.co.uk     

 
 
 

 
Your Local Electrician  

 

* Prestwick * Troon * Ayr * 
 

Len Brady 
Approved Electrician 

 
 
 
 
 

 
01292 478045 

 
32 Berelands Road 
Prestwick KA9 1JY 

  

Marilynõs  

Cleaning Services 
 

We offer weekly cleaning of homes, 
and also one off cleans. 

 
We also provide end of tenancy 

and house move cleans. 
 

References can be supplied 
 

Please contact Marilyn Larmour 
 

Tel No: 01294 541035 
 

Mobile No: 07867 953 400  

 
 

 

 

All Jobbing Electrical Work 

Free Estimates 

Competitive Rates 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 

 
  Training Team of the year 2008 
  Care at Home Provider of the Year 2008 
  Entrepreneur of the Year 2008 
  Business Diversity Recruitment Award 2008 
 

 



  
Advertisements 
 

 
 

 
allen photography 

 

Award Winning Master Photographer 
For all your SPECIAL OCCASIONS 

 

Weddings 
Family Portraits 
Baby Portraits 

Pets 
Events 

 

01292 316242 
www.roberthamiltonphotography.com 
email:allenrichardson@btinternet.com 

 
 
 
 

Help Prevent accidents in the home. 
Have your electrical installations checked. 

All types of electrical work carried out. 
 

For all those odd jobs about the house that need doing give me a ring. 

Jim McLoughlin 
PRESTWICK 474141 

 
TROON 315 927 

 
MOBILE 07803590552 ELECTRICIAN 

 
 
 

Advertisements 
 

If you wish to advertise your company or organisation through the newsletter, 
please contact the Church office on 01292 671547 or e-mail 
office@stnicholasprestwick.org.uk for further information. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Church Organisations 2008/2009 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Group Time of Meeting Contact 
Telephone 

(01292) 

Beavers  Friday 6.00 – 7.15pm Colin Risk 477338 

Bible Class Sunday 10.15am Alec Milne 478566 

Bible Study Wednesday 7.30pm Rev. George Fiddes 477613  

Brownies Thursday 6.30 – 8.00pm Lisa Tierney 475142 

Choir Friday 7.45pm Isobel McIlwraith 441966 

Cubs Friday 6.00 – 7.30pm Scott Frew 470013 

Guild Thursday 2.15pm Margaret Bowman 474067 

Jolly Tots  Tuesday 10.00am Clare Fraser 471278 

Rainbows Tuesday 5.30 – 6.45pm Jo Forman 263705 

Scouts Friday 7.30 – 9.30pm Nigel Cochrane 677898 

Sunday School Sunday 11.00am Keith Lyons 476607 

Youth Group Sunday 7.00pm Laura Bridge 475690 



 

 

Church Office telephone: 01292 671547 
 e-mail: office@stnicholasprestwick.org.uk 
 website: www.stnicholasprestwick.org.uk 

 
 
Church of Scotland No: 100589     Reg. Charity No: SC011750 

 

 

MINISTER  Rev. George Fiddes 
The Manse,  
Bellevue Road 

 
477613 

SESSION CLERK  Margaret McIntosh 6 The Riggs 470161 

ASSISTANTS TO SESSION 
CLERK  

Pam Ellis 
Kerr  Morton 

18 Ayr Road 
65 Ayr  Road 

470321 
470894  

KIRK TREASURER  Bill Jackson 90 Stobhill Crescent, Ayr 280410 

GIFT AID SCHEME  Stanley Smart 33 Fullarton Road  478792 

FREEWILL OFFERING  William Ritchie 32 Overdale Crescent  479651  

ROLL KEEPER David Bowman 4 Highfield Avenue  474067  

CLERK TO THE 
CONGREGATIONAL BOARD  

Rosina Purdom 8 Capper View  470152 

FABRIC CONVENER  Alan McGregor 43 St. Andrew‟s Avenue  479549 

PRESBYTERY ELDER  
Elizabeth Lyons 
 

4 Craigneil Drive  476607 

ORGANIST Isobel McIlwraith 58 Doonfoot Road, Ayr  441966  

CRADLE ROLL SECRETARY Karen Provan 61 Ayr Road  471969 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
SUPERINTENDENT  

Keith Lyons 4 Craigneil Drive  476607 

HALL KEEPER  John Grant 36 Templeton Crescent 471615 

ORGANISERS OF „L1FE & 
WORK‟ DISTRIBUTION 

Ken & Helen Johnston. 
Jennifer Clow 

 
2 Ryelands 
13 Castlehill Road, Ayr 

 
471980 
265646 

EDITOR OF ST. NICHOLAS 
NEWSLETTER 

Ella Young 7 Weston Place  479609  


